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Thirty years… In a person’s live 30 is the first birthday that is
feared, the passing from adolescence to “old”. For many scientists, 30 is
the start of the academic career after many years of education, a PhD
diploma and a few years of post-doc on the other side of the world. And
for a scientific journal, 30 years is an achievement, indeed worthy of
celebration. In these 30 years Resources Conservation & Recycling has
grown to one of the key journals in an area that is only becoming more
important with the passing of the years. As we are running into pla-
netary boundaries in many areas (e.g. atmospheric pollution, avail-
ability of clean water, bio-diversity, and increasingly resource avail-
ability), the way we use the valuable resources of this world is key. It is
the key to socio-economic development, it is key to the survival of our
species and of the future of spaceship Earth.

The public discourse on materials, the environment and our society
has really started with the report of the Club of Rome in the 1970’s,
which for the first time warned for the limits to growth and the limits to
the availability of resources to safeguard the development of future
generations. While this message seems to have been lost since the start
of the neo-liberal period in the Western world in the mid 1980’s, the
ongoing discussion on sustainable development has led to the
Brundlandt report in the mid 1990’s. This report has not only been es-
sential in the discussion on climate change, but has been instrumental
in setting the stage for integrated thinking about the environmental,
social and economic challenges. Today, sustainable development is
enshrined in the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations.
Yet, in this period we seem to have wandered further astray from de-
velopment paths in line with a sustainable path and the absorption
capacity of the world on which we and all life depend. During this same
period the journal has been born, raised and grown to a key forum for
the scientific debate on the role of resources in this complex arena.

I have been lucky to have been part of the development of the
journal through its teenage period, as the Editor-in-Chief of 1998 until
2013. After the marriage of Conservation & Recycling and Resources and
Conservation the journal had already built a solid reputation under the
leadership of my predecessors Harvey Alter, Michael Henstock, Walter
Shaub, and Donald Wise. As any young parent, I wanted to guide the
journal through its teenager-years to prepare the child for the outside
world, and moving from the “safe” lab to “real world” impact. By 1999,
the journal was attracting a lot of papers on laboratory experiments. As
the discussion on resources was changing in the world to a need to
better understand the overall impacts of our hunger for resources, the

journal needed to adapt to reflect this changing mindset, and to become
a key source to inform the scientific, public and policy debate.

In the beginning this was a tough challenge, as with any teenager.
The teenager resisted change, did not want to leave the lab, while at the
same time it was starting to wonder about the world, and trying to find
its own place in this world. During this period many things have
changed in the debate, as well in publishing. We went from submitting
manuscripts on paper (can you still remember?) to electronic submis-
sion, editing and publishing, while the number of papers published
annually increased continuously. Over this period, many people helped
to guide the journal to find its place in the world, especially the authors,
and the members of the editorial board, as well as the publishers. While
there are too many people to thank, I want to especially acknowledge
the help of Paul Weaver, who helped me throughout those years to
develop the new line of the journal, resulting in a continuously chan-
ging Aims & Scope of the journal to reflect the developments in the
world, and help focus on integrating the multi-disciplinary aspects of
resource use. Resources play a key role in addressing the challenges
faced today by our society, while at the same time raising fundamental
questions about our social and economic system. As we have become a
human bulldozer affecting the planet on a scale and a pace not wit-
nessed before in the past 5 Billion years, we need to address issues such
as the growth paradigm in our finite world. Interdisciplinary research as
published in the journal is essential in addressing the science of these
challenges.

Looking at the journal today, I can say that I am proud at our child.
Under the continued leadership of Eric Masanet, followed by Ming Xu,
the journal is now blossoming as one of the key journals in our area of
research. Over the years we have published a number of papers that
have set the stage for the current discussion on resource use and sus-
tainability. Papers that are cited long after their publication. Papers that
shape the scientific and public debate. The blossoming is reflected in
the increasing number of papers from a growing number of countries,
young editors, as well as the diversity of the editorial board. As any
period in a person’s life, also this period has its challenges. While the
journal is a key place to discuss the use of resources in our society, the
discussion is widening. Other journals have started and are trying to
find a place alongside Resources Conservation & Recycling, while the role
of open access publishing is a challenge for publishers and authors
alike. Due to the explosion in scientific publishing it has also become
almost impossible to keep track of all the publications in our area of
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research, while also putting pressure on the peer review system. In this
period, reliability and quality are the key characteristics that ensure
that the journal keeps its place in this rapidly changing world, as the
place to go, read and publish. It is to the current editors to ensure the

key role of the journal. I am happy to have been part of this voyage, to
stay onboard, and to continue contributing to finding its way in the
future.

Happy Birthday!
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