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dog), Europeans still insist on cating the first part of the word while
avoiding the second. Many of the friends present laughed. Asked
by his German counterpart about the Muslim ruling regarding cat-
ing dogs, Hilali stated that Muslims do not eat dogs cither, but that
pork is more strictly forbidden. Hilali added that pork was consid-
ered unclean in the Old Testament too; and that Jesus never ate it
because he did not come to abolish the laws of the Torah (Matthew
5:17-20).10¢

The life of people in paradise according to the Islamic tradition
was another central point of debate. In one of his gatherings with
German academic fellows, someone mockingly commented about the
beauty of the paradise of Muslims where they will eat, drink, and
marry as well. Another man asserted that the idea of marriage in the
Muslim picture of paradise was not rational. Hilali reacted that there
was no paradox in this notion because people remain human beings
with desires even in paradise:

The Muslim paradise is rational because it will be in accordance with
the human nature, unlike your paradise which will only contain play-
ing flutes and harps and singing songs [referring to Revelation 5:8].
After a while, one gets tired and bored when he always plays harp or
sings, and will start to seck something else. If they all play, who will
listen to them?! To whom will they play?! Human nature and mind get
bored of eternal playing and singing.!°%

As for wine drinking among Muslim students in Europe, the well-
known Indonesian Muslim reformist writer Muhammad Basyuni b.
Muhammad °Imran (1885-1953) of Sambas, West Borneo, asked
Hilali to spell out his views about the ruling about wine drinking in
Islam on the basis of his experience in Europe.}°® Some Indonesian
students retained their Western teachers habits of wine drinking even
after their return from Europe where it was a custom because of the
cold weather. As the Sharia was merciful, it should not prohibit what
people in cold countries needed in that weather. *Imran’s questions
focused on the following points: Does Islam prohibit useful things
that have no harm? Are those Indonesians right in their claim? Is
wine drinking useful or necessary for the people of Europe?®”

In his answer, Hilali stressed that prohibitions in Islam are of two
types: (1) purely harmful, such as shirk (polytheism) and murder, and
(2) things having both benefit and harm, but whose harmful effects
are greater, such as wine (Quran, 2:219). In his view, not everybody
in the West agreed on the unconditional benefits of wine. In the
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United States there had been attempts to prohibit wine since 1874.
Hilali wrote:

All wise men and leaders in the United States were unanimous on the
prohibition of wine, [since] they became certain that it was a source of
corruption whose harm exceeded its probable usefulness; and that its
benefit was too small compared to its harmfulness. They exerted great
cfforts to forbid umm al-khaba’ith (the mother of all filthiness). ... They
had continued for years till Jewish merchants were triumphant in caus-
ing strife among them. They finally succumbed to legalize it because
of their judicial system. 108

As for the second assertion that people in cold regions need
alcohol, Hilali severely reacted to that as “nonsense.” His answer
remained rhetoric that the Sharia guarantees happiness in all matters
of life. If God knew that wine was useful for the inhabitants of cold
areas, he would have never prohibited it. Hilali argued that all physi-
cians agreed that wine drinking is not essential for the health of any
human being, but without it health improves and mental and physical
discases decrease. In Germany he observed that wine drinkers usually
got headaches, swollen eyes, and uncomfortable sleep.!%®

Hilali found the claim of those “westernized” Indonesian students
in Europe as merely an allegation. University teachers in Europe were
generally moderate in their habir of drinking, since being excessively
drunk would badly affect their academic reputation. He concluded
that alcoholism was detested in Europe as well. Unlike wine drinkers
among Muslims, Europeans sec wine as a superfluous matter, which
they drink during festivities without lavishly spoiling their health or
money. In contrast, Europeans also looked down on easterners who
heavily indulged in wine drinking.!1

IV. Naz1 ProrAaGANDA

Hilali’s role in the Nazi propaganda is one of the most intriguing
parts of his career in Germany. In his recent study on Nazi propa-
ganda for the Arab world, Herf saw common grounds between radical
German anti-Semitism and radical anti-Semitism rooted in Quranic
verses and the traditional commentaries of Islam. Arabs and Nazis
were brought together in a shared project of radicalizing their own
past traditions.!!! Critics of Herf’s arguments insist that his foremost
aim was to prove specific similarities of Jew hatred in both cultures at
this historical moment, without paying fair attention to the reality of
politics and memories specific to this era. Herfs assertion of a joint
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German-Arab message of Jew hatred could be supported only if we
were able verify the role of Arab exiles in Germany in the choice of
thematic priorities and texts, and what were their contributions to the
strategic decisions made by the various offices in charge of the radio
policy of the German Forcign Ministry.!12

Like many Arab nationalists, Hilali admired the Third Reich’s
economic policy, authoritarian and egalitarian ideology, and struggle
against the Allies, communism, and Jewry. His collaboration with
Nazi Germany was probably a notorious historical moment, but
Berlin Arabic Radio offered an unprecedented opportunity to him
and other Muslim and Arab nationalists to foster a certain sense of
communion in the Arab world. Although it was committed to propa-
gate specific anti-Jewish sentiments, the shortwave played a good role
in “enlightening” Arab and Muslim peoples about the French and
British injustice in north Africa and Palestine.!!3

As we shall see, Hilali started his job in the radio as a proofreader
and linguistic corrector (musabhibh wa muragi’ lughawi). Soon he
joined the team as one of the main speakers on air.!'* Hilali was
mostly in charge of the broadcasting of issues related to north Africa
and the French policies there. The French authorities were concerned
with the anti-French sentiments in German propaganda. Among the
subjects that Hilali broadcasted were the celebration of the anniver-
sary of the Berber Dhahir (decree), the notion of jihad as a religious
obligation to combat colonialism, and apolitical matters such as the
month of Ramadan.!*

Power of Radio

By studying the role of Arab nationalists in Nazi propaganda, one
should not ignore the fact that the invention of radio had its impact
on them just as it did on their Western peers. Hilali’s enthusiasm
about the radio was not in a vacuum. His Pan-Islamic ideas were
actually formed within the circle of great reformers such as Rida and
Arslan, who had greatly valued the role of the media in propagating
Islam. ' His later joining of Radio Berlin was also a result of admira-
tion to this new technique and its anticolonial and religious power.
As the radio was a token of a nation’s progress, Hilali hoped that
Muslims could create a space for their anticolonial activities on air by
establishing national radio stations for Muslim propaganda.

Hilali had already felt the usefulness of radio as a significant mass
communication medium long before his arrival in Germany. In Iraq he
was regularly listening to the Italian radio and the English-speaking
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Radio Jerusalem.!!” After his arrival in Germany, he bought a radio in
order to follow world news.!!® After his daily work, he often avoided
public meetings, spending most of his time listening to the radio. The
voices of different broadcasters were competing on air in disseminat-
ing their countries’ political interests. In Nazi Germany, Hilali now
recognized the significance of radio propaganda in empowering the
state and its extension of diplomacy, since “car is the messenger to
one’s heart.”!?® He must have had the same fecling as many others in
interwar Europe that “listening to foreign stations was a symbol of
the right to think for oneself.”12¢

In February 1937, Hilali was admitted to a hospital for an eye
surgery. While he was listening to music and news, he heard, all of
a sudden the voice of an Egyptian reciter of the Quran, which was
immediately interrupted by a French shortwave. He got excited about
listening to the Quran on the radio in Europe. Another Muslim
patient in a neighboring room wished he would have been with Hilali
in his room. In Bonn, there were about 20-30 Muslims, who were,
like him, eager to listen to the Quran and other Arabic speeches on
air. Hilali believed that propagating Islam in Europe by using radio
waves was feasible because churches in Europe were already broad-
casting the ringing of their bells, organ music, hymns, and prayers.
However, there was no single efficient Arab broadcasting wave, like
those in Germany, spreading its cultural and political views in differ-
ent languages 1!

Hilali was sometimes upsct about Arab radio stations broadcasting
in foreign languages without using Arabic in their opening speeches.
While he was listening to a music concern (March 19, 1937) on the
Cairo-based English Nil-Channel, he noticed that the whole pro-
gram was presented in English and French, except an Arabic greet-
ing phrase. European radio stations normally started their programs
in foreign languages with an introduction in their native language.
He found that even broadcasting national music could be used for
propaganda, and felt that Arab radio stations should propagate orien-
tal music above Western music, otherwise it would be like “selling a
product to its own producers.”'22

Hilali lamented the “ignorance” and “laxity” of Arabs handling
radio propaganda. Egypt, which was supposed to take the lead in that
matter, was lagging behind, unlike the Japanese on Radio Tokyo or
other small European states, such as Luxembourg, on their radios.}23
Although he usually enjoyed the Quranic recitation by the well-known
Egyptian reciter Muhammad Rif?at (1900-1950), he was not happy
about the “archaic” language of Egyptian broadcasters and the British
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propaganda on {t.!** Hearing “Hello...Hello, this is Tokyo” on
the Japanese radio made Hilali believe that the upcoming Japanese
propaganda power would be the greatest challenge to the European
“obstinate” and “damned” idea that the Orient’s naturc was intrinsi-
cally and unchangeably imperfect.!?> Muslims should take Japan as
a model; and Europeans should now confess the greatness of Japan
despite its non-Aryan origin.!2¢

As the radio had become the speaking “tongue” of nations, Hilali
had aspired that the Egyptian radio starion would address Arabs and
Muslims in Europe by broadcasting Quranic recitation and Islamic
lectures. Muslim scholars and writers were encouraged to take the
example of the Vatican Radio (established in 1931) in its faithful pro-
claiming of the Catholic message on air.!?”

However, Hilali saw the European rivalry in radio wave techniques
as a struggle between the good and evil. In this competition, the
Germans were keen on spoiling Radio Moscow, as the Russians cre-
ated shortwaves of higher quality that were well-reccived in remote
areas. Hilali was informed that Germany had 12 efficient broadcasts,
whereas Hitler kept another 12 stations in his “pocket” in order to
spoil the enemy’s radio broadcasting during the war. But Hilali was
aware that in their radio propaganda European governments some-
times exaggerated their minor achicvements in order to manipulate
their people.128

Listening to the radio had changed many of Hilali’s views on world
politics and reinforced his antipathy toward colonialism. For example,
before his arrival in Germany he admired Abba Jofir, the last sultan of
the Kingdom of Jimma in Ethiopia. But Jofir’s excessive public praise
for Italy on Rome Arabic Radio made him change his mind.!?° He
was shocked to hcar Jofir demanding of Muslims in a radio speech
to obey Italy’s rule by citing the Quranic verse: “Obey God, the
Messenger and thosc in authority among you” (Quran 4:59). Hilali
found that Jofir committed a grave and evident kufr (disbelief), which
had already reached a countless number of people on the globe via the
radio. In order to erase his “sin” and retrieve his faith, the king had to
declare his repentance on air as well.}3

Radio as an Anticolonial Weapon

During his stay in Nazi Germany, Hilali eagerly searched for French
colonial broadcasting stations on his radio device in order to keep
updated on the French propaganda in north Africa. He was thrilled
when many times a German station tried to disturb Radio Paris.!3!
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One day he was disappointed when a certain Ahmed Lihbib, the main
speaker on the French radio, Algeria, lauded France for its “mothcrly
tenderness” and “generosity” toward her Algerian “children.” In his
radio speeches, Hilali habitually attacked French colonialism as the
most “abominable” and “diabolic” oppression in the world.!32

Hilali ridiculed such Arab propagandists as “barking dogs.” On
the French radio Paris Mondial, one Arab broadcaster even went
further in cquating the role of the French radical Prime Minister
Edouard Daladicr (1884-1970) and his British counterpart Neville
Chamberlain (1869-1940) with prophets in history. While prophcts
had been sent down by God to preserve humanity, Hilali commented,
those two leaders were destined to destroy the world despite their
claim of democracy.’® In response, Hilali contrasted the “misdeeds”
of Daladier and Chamberlain in their colonies with the Nazi regime
and Hitler, who, in his view, was not an absolute tyrant or authoritar-
ian as many people might have thought. Unlike these two leaders,
Hitler ruled as a native Catholic lcader in his own country, not in
the country of others. Hilali also asserted that he also treated the
Germans equally with no distinction or bias. Unlike the French and
British colonizers, Hitler was keen on preserving his nation’s wealth.
He neither had a wife or any sons, nor did he appoint any of his family
members in office.}3*

Being aware of the notoriety of his defense to Nazism and Fascism,
Hilali remarked that Germany and Italy remained, for him, foreign
nations. Especially Iralian and French authorities were alike in their
“brutality” against Muslims. In his view, Italian Fascism in Libya
resembled the French “Fascist” behavior in north Africa. For him,
neither France nor Italy was a good friend of Islam. For that rea-
son, Islam should never exist under any foreign form of colonial-
ism thart explicitly rejects the Quran, the Sunna and the good Salaf
(ancestors).!%

For Hilali, the emergence of authoritarian or democratic political
systems in Europe were the product of freedom. The people in the
East, on the contrary, were “dying of thirst” for a “drop of justice.”'36
He argued that Germany’s political system, good or bad, would bene-
fit or harm only its people. The same held true for France’s democracy,
which was beautiful only for the French themselves. The so-called
democratic regimes were sometimes even worse than authoritarian
political systems, as they remained democratic only within their bor-
ders, but were tyrant and suppressive in other lands. Hilali found that
what Daladier was saying on the radio was completely at variance with
the cthics Europeans taught their children at schools.!?”
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Hilali atracked Paris Mondsial for its “pro-Jewish” tone against the
Palestinian cause. He harshly labeled it a “devilish Jewish Mondial,”
which deserved instead to be labeled as “Radio Tel Aviv” for its
unconditional defense of the Jewish question more than the Jews
themselves did.!*® No less worse was Radio-Tunis PTT broadcasting
station, which was officially inaugurated by the French PTT minis-
ter M. Jules Julien in September 1938 during the celebration of the
month of Ramadan. Hilali doubted that such a colonial station was
set up as respect to Islam and Muslims.!*® For him, the colonial stamp
was obvious on this station, as it regularly broadcasted its inaugura-
tion ceremonies in French, besides Arabic. Ironically, the Tunisian
station carried the French abbreviation “PTT,” and always ended its
programs with the French national anthem. He suspected its cover-
age for the simple reason that it labeled the mujabidin in Palestine
as “rebellious” and “thieves.”'*? Due to his puritan understanding of
Islam, Hilali accused the French propagandists of pacifying Muslims
by broadcasting musical concerts and mystical gatherings, religious
hymns, and poems on radio as the “best” form of Islam in order
to entice its listeners against resistance.'*! Also he saw that Radio-
Tunis propagated the idea that the Berbers were superior to Arabs, as
proved by what had happened in Morocco during Berber Dhahir in
1931. They tried to convince people that the French introduced cul-
ture, democracy, and liberty to the Berbers, while the Arabs brought
them a religion only.!*?

Hilali was thrilled to hear about the establishment of any Muslim
or Arab anticolonial radio stations, such as Radio Ankara (October
1938). Also the establishment of “moderate” radio waves in Arabic by
other colonial states, such as Spain, was sometimes also welcomed.!#3
On browsing stations on his radio, Hilali came across the anti-French
radio station of Greater Syrin, which was broadcasted from an anony-
mous place in order to cscape any French interference. Now having
gained experience with the radio world, Hilali advised Syrian broad-
casters to air their programs in English, French, Italian, and German.
In order to escape any foreign interference, they were advised to
change the wave from time to time, and to put their radio wave
beside Paris Mondialin order to guarantee that the French could not
interfere with it without spoiling their own station. In #/-Farh, Hilali
made an announcement for his Arab readers about its broadcasting
times; and urged other Arabs and Muslims in Europe to follow its
programs.'** To his mind, the radio of Greater Syria was the only
anticolonial Arabic Muslim station that the French authorities were
trying to spoil.™*> When it returned back on air after a short period
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of disappearance, Hilali welcomed its return by equaling it with the
adhan (call of prayer), that drove the “Satan™ [referring to colonial-
ism] away.!*6

Due to the lack of Arab anticolonial radios, Hilali was ready to
accept Nazi propaganda in serving the Muslim Arab cause in Palestine.
Thanks to the Nazi radio propaganda, he believed, Germans from all
classes became well-informed about the British disproportionate poli-
cies in the Muslim world. The Germans had therefore started to show
a certain degree of sympathy toward the people of Palestine.'*” Hilali
was sometimes rejoiced by Hitler’s challenge to the British imperial
policies in Palestine. For example, he talked of the well-known assault
of Hitler in his Reichstag speech (February 22, 1938) in the British
House of Commons for its critique to the German racial policy, in which
he said: “I advise the members of the House of Commons to concern
themselves with the judgments of British military courts in Jerusalem,
and not with the judgments of German courts of justice.”18

Hilali broadcasted his dismay about the news of the partition of
British mandatory Palestine on the Nazi radio.’*® He was impressed
by the voices of German masses, men and women, broadcasted on the
radio while they were shouting “Heil Hitler” on the streets of Berlin
for his annexation of Sudetenland in 1938. This scene on German
streets reminded Hilali of the suffering of Muslim prisoners in colo-
nial jails. He bemoaned that Muslims had ne Hitler, no nation, and
no hope to rescuc them from the colonial oppression like Hitler did
with Sudetenland.!*?

Also the call of German authorities for the Winter relief campaign
(Winterbilfswerk) in October 1938 for the sake of Sudetenland was of
great importance in Hilali’s admiration of the German Reich.!®! His
landlady in Bonn doubled her contribution that year because of her
strong faith in her government’s sincerity in helping German fellows in
Sudetenland. Had a quarter of the number of Arabs had been like this
old German lady in her national faith and work, he wrote, the Arab
situation would have drastically changed. Hilali was certain that this
German mass charity demonstration (clothes, toys, and huge amounts
of money) should improve the status of thosc annexed fellow Germans
by reconstructing their roads, buildings, schools, and public parks.!52

Political Convictions

As for his political convictions, Hilali shared the Nazi propaganda
campaign against communism and Bolshevism as evil for the world.!53
Particularly in 1937, immediately afier Hilali’s arrival in Germany and
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before joining the radio, Reichspropagandaleitung organized a major
anti-Bolshevist exhibit that traveled to big cities. Joseph Gocebbels
(1897-1945), the Reich Minister of Propaganda in Nazi Germany,
promoted a severe anti-Bolshevik campaign by delivering inflam-
matory speeches, blaming the entire Spanish Civil War on “Jewish
Bolshevism.”!%* Against this background, Hilali jumped to warn his
fellow Moroccan nationalists against the Spanish Bolshevik Party as
more hostile to the Islam and the Moroccan people due its blind loy-
alty to Paris and Moscow.!®® Although Muslims should never expect
any good from a European, he wrote, one should try to diminish any
French or Russian influence in Spain.!3¢

As a Pan-Islamic thinker, Hilali argued that the Islamic state is the
most ideal political system. In his view, the social nationalist state sys-
tem was closer to Islam than democratic, communist, autocratic forms.
The social nationalist system, such as the German case, was keen on
the unification of a nation under the leadership of a “sincere” and
“fair-minded” group cooperating for the sake of the nation’s reform,
happiness, and welfare in all aspects and for the struggle against anar-
chists. Following the line of Nazi propaganda, Hilali stressed that the
National Socialist regime had saved Germany from disastrous crisis,
burglary, corruption, hunger, chaos, enemies of the nation abroad, and
the “corrupting” Jews who “inflamed the fire” inside the country.!®

For him, the Germans had borrowed the welfare system from Islam.
He was impressed by the charitable work of the Winzerhilfswerk des
Deutschen Volkes(the National Socialist People’s Welfare Organization)
and its winter-help collection drive for the sake of needy people.!?®
He considered taxation and the social welfare and pension system in
Germany as primarily instituted to serve the people with no intention
of any propaganda. It was only aimed at supporting poor families,
fighting against monopoly and usury, and keeping the social balance
in contrast to the “bloody” Bolshevism.!5°

Hilali shared with his Pan-Islamic peers an ambition of liberating
all Muslims and Arabs from colonial powers under one nation. But
it is noteworthy that he did not agree with the mainstream reformist
Muslim political thinking that stressed an Islamic appeal for demo-
cracy by comparing it with Shura, and gave instead his preference for
national socialist regimes as closer to Islam. He argued that democratic
systems are based on “beautiful” elections in the first place. However,
when a democratic government comes to power, it trics to manipu-
late votes of weak and naive people for the following elections. Strikes
within democratic systems casily lead to chaos and wasting of national
money. In conclusion, democracy is, in his view, contradictory to Islam

9781137387035_07_ch05.indd 135 @ 3/21/2014 6:39:33 PM

136 % UMARRYAD

because of its “chaos and corruption,” and the absence of a proper
imam leadership in the community.’®® Hilali remarked that com-
munist and autocratic systems, especially the communist Bolshevik
model, were the worst type of governments for their “enslaving” of
people and depriving them of their religion and money. Hilali seems
to agree with the German organized anti-Bolshevik propaganda that
Bolshevists lavishly spent their national income on propaganda, while
their people were dying of hunger. He also added that the Jews were
the force behind the communist system.!¢!

Arabic Radio Berlin

Many of Hilali’s above-mentioned reflections were later more clearly
crystallized during his work in the Berlin Arabic Radio. The proofs
for his qualification criteria for the job as a translator at this radio
were beforehand examined by his German teachers, namely the above-
mentioned Bernhard Moritz, Richard Hartmann, and the Swedish
Arabist Walther Bjorkman, the editor of Mitteilungen der Auslands-
Hochschule an der Universitit Berlin. Together with three other Arab
employees, Hilali accepted the position in mid-April 1939 after Kahle
had fled to Grear Britain due to the Nazi harassment to him and to his
family. In the meantime, the propaganda department applied at the
Reichserziehungsministerium (Reich Ministry of Education) for leave
from his post at the University of Bonn.!*? According to his employ-
ment dossier in the Bundesarchiv, the monthly salary for this new func-
tion in the Wireless Service (Der Drahtlose Dienst) as a “translator and
language specialist and advisor” was 550Reichsmark (RM). On May 9,
1939, Hilali signed a statement subjecting himself to the regulations of
scrupulous performance of duties and commitment to obligations.!¢3
In the summer of 1939, the Secret State Police (Geheime Staatpolizei)
screened him and reported that nothing negative was known about his
political detriment (politisch Nachteiliges).!%* Finally, Hilali received a
permit from the Reich Ministry of Education to move to Berlin,165

Later he became a broadcaster on the radio. In a/-Fath, now as a
professional broadcaster in Europe, he continued to tell his readers
about the uscfulness of the radio power in modern times. He pub-
lished a few of his speeches that he read on air in Berlin. Some of them
were apolitical dealing with such topics as the Prophet’s birthday (May
1939) and the significance of Prophet’s traditions and ethics in the
progress of Muslim life.!6%

Besides his anti-French speeches, Hilali sharply criticized Muslims
for their laxity in defending Palestine. In those speeches he made use
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of Quranic citations related to the duty of jibad in Islam. His projec-
tion of such passages on the modern political state of Muslims was
sometimes mixed with anti-Jewish sentiments, which fitted perfectly
well in Nazi propaganda campaigns.'” In one speech, he announced
that Muslim collaborators with the French in north Africa were as
bad as those who collaborated with the British and Jews in Palestine.
“If the Jews had ‘murdered’ some of their Prophets in the past,” he
said, “those Muslim “traitors’ murder the divine laws by their acts.”!68
Meanwhile, it should be emphasized that Radio Berlin had given Hilali
a chance to fulfill his anti-imperial aspirations, due to its strategy of
stigmatizing the interests of the Allies in the Middle East as “greedy
imperialism,” and “robbing the Arabs from their wealth and enslav-
ing them.” Allied leaders were mostly presented as “untrustworthy”
and “decadent individuals” who were “controlled by the Jews.”'6?

In a severely polemical serics of speeches in July 1939 under the
title “Prophetic Guidance Which Muslims Had Abandoned,” Hilali
launched a harsh attack on the increasing French, British, and Jewish
power in the world. In his words, “the horn of the devil” had grown
again, whercas the Prophetic traditions had disappeared in the Muslim
life. The state of Jahiliyya (pre-Islamic ignorance) had replaced those
traditions. Because of their negligence of fibad, Muslims had acquired
a more miserable life than death. His harsh anti-Jewish words reflect
his frustration of Arab and Muslim efforts in defending the Palestinian
cause. He found that the Arabs in Palestine supporting the British
and the Jews against their brethren by helping Jewish commissioners
to sell Muslim lands and houses were as evil as the Jews themselves.
In contrast, a contemporary Jew would neither kill his fellow Jew, nor
confiscate his land.!”® In another radio speech, Hilali repeated that
the Jews were able to confiscate a great part of the Holy Land not
because of their military power, but duc to their expenditurc of huge
amounts money in support of their common cause. If Muslims “had
spent half of the money amounts they often lavishly spent on smoking
and...own pleasures, the Jews would have never been able to buy a
span of land in Palestine.”1”!

Regretting or Justifying?
Hilali worked for Radio Berlin for almost three years. In early 1942,
he left Germany and arrived in Spanish Morocco in March. Based
on Hilali’s published autobiography, Henri Lauziére maintained that
his departure to his fatherland was rather secretive. For reasons that
are not entirely clear, life in Berlin became more difficult for him
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after the outbreak of the war. Hilali admitted that he was on a mis-
sion at a request of Hajj Amin al-Husayni, who requested him to
deliver an “oral message” to the Moroccan nationalist and leader of
the National Reform Party *Abd al-Khalik al-Turrays regarding their
common anticolonial cause.!”? As Hilali was an Iraqi by national-
ity, and had no Moroccan passport at that time, Turrays provided
him with a doctored document that had enabled him to enter his
fatherland again. The Spanish authorities were alarmed by his arrival
and put him under surveillance fearing his role in any secret contacts
between the Germans and Moroccan nationalists.!”?

Hilali did not reveal what kind of mcssage it was. However, a
German political document suggested that this “message” had some-
thing to do with Husayni’s plan to establish a center for Arab legions
by establishing a German-Arab Lebrabteilung in north Africa after
any German march to the region.!” Turrays had been in contact with
Husayni before Hilali’s departure to Morocco. In a letter (November
14, 1941), Turrays assured the mufti that his National Reform Party
and all nationalist organizations would be under Husayni’s command
and were “ready for any sacrifice,”'”5

After his departure from Germany, Hilali had been keeping con-
tact with Husayni, who was still active in Berlin during the war,
through the German consul in Tetudn Herbert Georg Richter, who
channeled money and propaganda to Moroccan nationalists in the
French zone.!7® Hilali was said to have given information to German
officials about the size of American and British propaganda in the
Spanish zone.1”” It is also interesting to add that after the outbreak
of the war, Richter tried to convince the Spanish authorities to adopt
anti-Jewish measures in Tetudn. He also tried to entice Muslims
against the Jews. But all his efforts failed, as the governor of the city
and other Makhzan officials assisted the Jews against any attempt by
Muslims of Germany to harm them.17?

Many years later, Hilali recalled his memories about the German
period in many places of his writing. He tried to justify his collabo-
ration with the Nazis by confirming that he was never a “German
agent,” but a “defending agent” to the Moroccan cause.!”® In a dis-
cussion with the vice-consul of the British Consulate in Morocco
(who was of Jewish Greek origin, according to Hilali), Hilali did
not regret his anticolonial attacks that he had broadcasted on Radio
Berlin, as he believed he should defend the rights of his country, just
as the Britons tried to defend their country by collaborating with the
French. Hilali was convinced that he did the right thing, since the
enemy of the enemy was a friend.!%°
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Hilali explained that due to his sincere commitment to that cause,
he was sometimes obliged to face the danger of war and bombard-
ment in Berlin on his way to the radio building outside Berlin in the
metro at night and under the snow. He asserted that he was even
obliged to pay the costs of translation and typewriting because the
director of the station did not allow the broadcasting of any program
before its authorization from four government offices, which he had
to pay for himself.!8

Germany was a fruitful station in Hilali’s career, but he was some-
times obliged to justify his collaboration with the “notorious” side
after the war. In an unpublished diary document, which he wrote in
reaction to the trial of Nazi lcaders in Nuremberg (October 22, 1946),
Hilali supported the views of some of Nuremberg’s critics that it was
an invalid trial because it was a form of “victors” justice.” Hilali wrote
this document as a journal article in Arabic, but failed to publish it in
any journal at that time. In his view, the trial was “unprincipled” and
“partial,” because the claimant was a witness and judge at the same
time. It would have been fair if the British and French leaders also had
been convicted for their crimes besides their German counterparts, he
said.182

Hilali did not change his mind after the war regarding the per-
ceived paradoxes of democracy, which the United States, Britain, and
France started to propagate after the end of World War 11. Freedom
of religion and thought, which those nations boasted, was merely an
illusion because Muslims under their rule were deprived of them. His
intention of documenting his judgment was neither due to his feel-
ing of loyalty nor any commitment to the Nazi ##san (beneficence)
to him during his stay in interwar Germany. What he saw from them
was merely isa’'ah (misdeed). Hilali was unfortunately silent about
this kind of 52’2k that he encountered during his sojourn among
the Nazis. As he did not completely trust Hitler’s promises to the
Arabs, Hilali now said that he wished Germany ncither a total victory,
nor a complete defeat. Even in his Nazi time, he was always worried
that Germany would have tyrannized Muslims, if it had won the war.
“[Fearing the German] defeat,” he wrote, “was meant to strike a spe-
cific balance by which we [Muslims] could hit...[Europeans] with
one other; and could therefore resist their injustice.”83

CoNcLUsION

In the above-mentioned analysis, we have tried to reconstruct the aca-
demic, intellectual, and propagandist political activities of a unique
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Muslim reformist figure functioning during a changing course of
actions in Nazi Germany. It is the study of a man in a world of a Pan-
Islamic transnational collective action in interwar Europe. It has been
clear that Hilali had a uniform anticolonial aim during his stay in the
Third Reich.

After the war, Hilali turned to a more conservative Sz/aff trend.
However, he did not disconnect himself from the Western academic
life in the late 1940s and 1950s. His relationship with his German
mentor Kahle remained solid. Hilali used to send Kahle his newly
cstablished journal Lisan al-Din from Tetuin. From his side, Kahle
used to inform his old student about his sick wife, children, and his
plan of publishing his book about the Nazification of University of
Bonn. In 1948, Kahle had requested Hilali to help him find a pub-
lisher for one of his works in Morocco, Egypt, or Syria.'®* In the same
year, Hilali published an edition of Ibn Daniyal’s plays with an Arabic
translation of Kahle’s introduction in Baghdad in 1948.1%% In 1953-
1954, Hilali was even invited as a guest lecturer at the University of
Bonn. In his address to the Pakistan History Conference in Karachi
(1956), Kahle still boasted about his Oriental Seminar and praised
the contribution of Eastern scholars to it. “They were,” he said, “of
the greatest value and gave the atmosphere of the Institute a distinc-
tive character, and I have remained on the best terms with them.
I may mention here my friend Dr. Takieddin al-Hilali, from Morocco,
a great Arabic scholar.... We worked together for some years on very
difficult Arabic texts with the greatest profit to both of us.”18¢ After
many years, Kahle remained thankful to Curt Priifer for having made
it possible for him to make use of Hilali’s knowledge.18”

It is plausible to arguc that due to his training in Germany, Hilali
laid his emphasis on philology, and that his positivistic approach to
history bolstered his scriptualist and linguistic approach to Islam and
made it more persuasive.®® We have seen, however, that Kahle on his
part boasted about the new “excellent” knowledge introduced to him
by his Moroccan disciple, which distinguished his work from that of
his Orientalist colleague. Hilali’s acceptance and defense of Moritz’s
“revisionist” excgesis of the Quranic Opening Sura in an Egyptian
Salafi journal in Cairo was remarkable.

Nevertheless, other German Orientalists, such as Brockelmann,
were not very enthusiastic about his academic qualities. The disagree-
ment of German Orientalists regarding Hilali’s scholarly quality
should not be surprising. Kahle and Brockelmann responded differ-
ently to his works due to the simple fact that Kahle had for many years
worked with non-Europeans (including many Jews) on the Cairo
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Genizah project, as well as other projects. Brockelmann on the other
hand was trained in a Eurocentric tradition of pure philology.

Reconsidering his role (together with other Arab nationalists) in
the Arabic propaganda of Nazi Germany, one could venture to say that
their collaboration was a product of its times. It was a continuation of
the advent of Pan-Islamic anticolonial movements inside Europe with
their self-proclaimed goals of liberating their colonized lands in the
wider world politics. His polemical and pragmatic messages were pro-
duced in a period of highly charged and acute ideological nationalist
divisions. This may be due to his “Occidentalist” point of view that
did not inhibit him from talking about his work in the German Arab
broadcasting service, and his views of Hitler and National Socialism.
On the one hand, Hilali opposed racism, but he was not happy with
at least one Jewish colleague.

Hilali’s ideological consideration was noticeable. His main contri-
burions to the Arab press and German broadcasts should not be dis-
missed from the project of the intenationalization of the Pan-Islamic
struggle against colonialism and the increasing Zionist movements
in Palestine. In his pre-German period, Hilali aspired that the Arabs
and Muslims should have their own radio waves in their anticolonial
struggle. As he did not have any chance to participate in the radio in
his early stay in Germany, he opted for the printing press as a medium
for spreading the message among his readers regarding radio power.
But when he got the chance to take part in it, he regularly articulated
heavy opposition to the French colonialism in north Africa, and the
“British Jewish” complot to destroy the Arab existence in Palestine.

In many places, Hilali stressed the idea of nationality and its racial
resonances as he perceived them in the Nazi context. As a propagan-
dist, he knew the needs of the latent and actual public opinion and
the degree of intensity of the subjects he dealt with in his press articles
and on radio. His pro-Axis sentiments were therefore reflections of a
complex international political situation. However, his contributions
to Berlin Arabic Radio expressed his religious beliefs and political
ideals; the German propaganda machine had exploited his anti-Jewish
sentiments to its maximum because it was in entire harmony with the
German international interests.!3®
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