
Shams al-Dīn Muḥammad ibn ʿAlī ibn Aḥmad 
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Ibn Ṭūlūn

Date of Birth 1473
Place of Birth Al-Ṣāliḥ̊iyya, Damascus
Date of Death 1546
Place of Death —

Biography
Shams al-Dīn Muḥammad ibn ʿAlī ibn Aḥmad ibn Ṭūlūn was one of 
the most prolific writers of his age, mostly noted for his works on Pro-
phetic traditions, jurisprudence and history. His autobiography, Al-fulk 
al-mashḥūn fī aḥwāl Muḥammad ibn Ṭūlūn, is an excellent source for his 
intellectual and religious career as well as the traditional Islamic educa-
tion of his time. Born in al-Ṣālīḥiyya, a suburb of Damascus on Mount 
Qāsiyūn, Ibn Ṭūlūn belonged to a family of scholars, including his pater-
nal uncle, Jamāl al-Dīn Yūsuf ibn Ṭūlūn, a qāḍī and muftī of the Palace of 
Justice (Dār al-ʿadl). Ibn Ṭūlūn was said to have completed the reading 
of the Qur’an by the age of seven. When he was 11, he received a stipend 
from the waqf of the Māridāniyya madrasa to pursue his study of juris-
prudence. He also received ijāza from his contemporary, the Egyptian 
scholar al-Suyūṭī (d. 1505).

Besides his post as preacher in the Umayyad Mosque, he occupied 
numerous teaching and administrative posts of a religious nature, such as 
his position as Ḥanafī muftī of Damascus. Avoiding any political involve-
ments during the late Mamluk and early Ottoman eras, he lived as a 
bachelor and devoted most of his life to scholarship and writing. In his 
autobiography, the list of books he studied and his own works (750 titles) 
show the breadth of his interests and writings, especially in the fields of 
history, Arabic grammar, Hadith and jurisprudence. Many of these works 
are no longer extant.

Ibn Ṭūlūn was interested in many fields of learning, including various 
traditional Islamic sciences as well as history, medicine and astronomy. 
His works on history and the Prophetic traditions do not deal directly 
with Christian-Muslim relations, but he alludes briefly to events related 
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to Christians. For instance, in his work Iʿlām al-sāʾilīn ʿan kutub Sayyid 
al-mursalīn (‘Enlightening questioners about the writings of the Master 
of messengers’), he cites the letters that Muḥammad sent to Christian rul-
ers such as the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius, the Muqawqis of Egypt and 
the Negus of Abyssinia (Iʿlām al-sāʾilīn, various places). In his works on 
history, he gives an account of various historical disputes between Chris-
tian and Muslims. For example, on 3 April 1481 three shops in Damascus 
owned by Christians were robbed (Mufākahat al-khillān, vol. 1, p. 33). On 
6 May in the same year, it was reported from Jerusalem that 3,000 Abys-
sinian Christians entered the city to celebrate the Easter. Their leader, 
sitting on a golden seat that was specially prepared for him, ordered the 
church bells to be rung, which interfered so much with the Muslim call to 
prayer that the voice of the muʾadhdhin was not heard. When a Muslim 
shouted out,‘O, Islam’, the Christians set about him with their weapons; 
and it was said that he actually died (Mufākahat al-khillān, vol. 1, p. 33).
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Works on Christian-Muslim Relations

Risāla fī ḥukm ʿĪsā ʿalayhi al-salām huna nuzūlih,  
‘A treatise on the verdict about the descent of Jesus 
(peace be upon him)’

Date Before 1536
Original Language Arabic
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Description
Like many other works by Ibn Ṭūlūn, this treatise is not known to be 
extant. Its title is listed by Ismāʿīl Pasha al-Baghdādī together with Ibn 
Ṭūlūn’s other 40 works of Hadith, while Brockelmann mentions it as 
Irshād dhawi l-ʿirfān li-nuzūl ʿIsā ʿalayhi al-salām. Strangely enough, this 
title is not mentioned in Ibn Ṭūlūn’s autobiographical Al-fulk al-mashḥūn, 
where more than 750 titles of his works are listed.

Significance
It can be assumed that Ibn Ṭūlūn wrote this work as a historian and 
scholar of Hadith. It was thus probably a study of the authenticity of the 
prophetic traditions about the ascension of Jesus and his return to earth 
at the Last Judgement, rather than a polemical work against Christianity.
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