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erences (to North-American and European authors!). 
The newest aspects and techniques are discussed, but 
one should bear in mind the correct attitude outlined 
in the foreword by Melvin R. Cohen: “The two chief 
indications for laparoscopy are (1) diagnosis of 
obscure pelvic disease, and (2) tubal sterilization. 
Even the experienced laparoscopist should not tackle 
a procedure that is better treated by laparotomy”. 

Gynecologists should peruse this textbook in order 
to gain an extensive knowledge on the potencies and 
hazards of laparoscopy. 

G. Oelsner, Tel Aviv 

Endocrine Pathophysiology: A Patient-Otiented 
Approach 

J.W. Hershman 
Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1977 

(358 PP.) 
US $ 16.00 

This book is written for medical students with a basic 
knowledge of endocrine physiology and biochemistry. 
The authors of the different chapters are all from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, School of Medi- 
cine, U.S.A. 

Of the various chapters, those on sexual differen- 
tiation, female reproductive disorders and male repro- 
ductive abnormalities are of special interest for the 
gynecologist. Because they cover only 60 pages of a 
total of 350, the book is not recommended to those 
specially interested in reproductive endocrinology. 

All the chapters are clear, and practice-oriented. 
They all close with some case reports about the pre- 
sented material; the answers to the questions are com- 
piled at the end of the book. In the chapter on ovarian 
function, however, no attention is paid to the rela- 
tion between prolactin, prostaglandins and the men- 
strual cycle. 

The book offers a good survey of basic clinical 
endocrinology, but gives no detailed information for 
those interested in special subjects of endocrinology. 

L.A. Schellekens, Heerlen 

Animal Tumors of the Female Reproductive Tract, 
Spontaneous and Experimental 

E. Cotchin and J. Marchant 
Springer-Verlag, Berlin-New York, 1977 
(70 pp., 45 photos) 
DM 28.-; US $ 12.40 

The authors discuss the incidence of spontaneous 
ovarian tumors in laboratory animals and, in a differ- 
ent part, the same question for the uterus. Besides 
that, several methods are exposed for inducing tumors 
in mice: animal models for tumors in ovary and 
uterus. After fetectomy some investigators were able 
to produce choriocarcinoma, complete with pul- 
monary metastases. Pieces of human tumors can 
be transplanted to laboratory animals: nude mice, 
immunosuppressed animals and the hamster cheek- 
pouch. This may be ofuse in predicting the effectivity 
in treating human malignant diseases. In another 
chapter spontaneous tumors, as observed in domestic 
animals, in wild animals (in zoos), and even in birds, 
are presented. 

The chapters conclude with a comprehensive bib- 
liography, which makes this book useful to experi- 
mental laboratories and investigators. Attention 
should be drawn to the advances in the studies of ani- 
mal neoplasms, established by veterinary schools, 
abattoir surveys and so on. 

J.W. Barents, Utrecht 

Multiple Prima?y Malignant Neoplasms 
Series: Recent Results in Cancer Research 
B.S. Schoenberg 
Springer-Verlag, Berlin-New York, 1977 
(173 pp., 139 Tables) 
DM48.-;US $21.20 

The importance of tumor registration is beyond dis- 
cussion. In this case it allows to compare the observed 
and the expected number of subsequent primary 
mahgnancies. This can be applied to a person-year 
approach in a special geographic region with a stable 
population (?2 million) during 30 yr (Connecticut, 
U.S.A.). The procedure covers the overall survival 
data - related to sex and age. The person-year obser- 
vation means the exposure to the risk of developing a 
new primary cancer (malignancy). In this respect the 
survival time for 5 persons during 1 yr is comparable 


