
Acknowledgments

First of all I would like to thank my promotor Henk van der Vorst for his support
during my research. He gave me much freedom and was always available for advise,
inspiration, and fruitful ideas. His comments and suggestions, which he always
brings across positively, helped me to improve both the content and presentation
of my work. He made me aware of useful references and conferences, and gave me
permission to implement some of my results at Philips Research Laboratories.

I am thankful to Gerard Sleijpen for the many constructive discussions that
we had. He pointed me to the work of Nelson Martins and Karl Meerbergen,
that inspired me in my research. He was always willing to review and discuss my
manuscripts and his suggestions led to improvements, new insights, and motivation
for additional research.

I thank Nelson Martins for our work together on the dominant pole algorithm
and its variants. Although our communication consisted of many e-mails, one
phone call, and one meeting in Manchester in March 2007, our cooperation was
efficient and effective. His engineering expertise helped a lot to get clear what is
really needed in practical applications and to improve the algorithms.

In the first two years of my research I had many helpful discussions with Tycho
van Noorden, and I enjoyed our visit to the Copper Mountain conference and the
work on our joint paper. I am also thankful to Jan ter Maten, Jan van Gerwen
and Theo Beelen of NXP Semiconductors (formerly Philips Research Laboratories),
for discussions on numerical issues in electric circuit simulation, the opportunity
to implement some of my results, and the motivation and new insights the latter
gave.

I would like to thank the members of the reading committee, prof.dr. Odo
Diekmann, prof.dr. Paul van Dooren, prof.dr. Wil Schilders, dr. Gerard Sleijpen,
and prof.dr. Arthur Veldman. Suggestions and comments of several anonymous
referees helped me to improve the chapters of this thesis that have been appeared
as separate papers.

Thanks to all colleagues at the Mathematical Institute and to my former room-
mates Johnny, Martin, Oliver and Jeroen, and to the members of the numerical
analysis group in particular.

I thank my family and my friends for being there. Finally, I thank Eveline for
her love and warmth.




