
is frequently mentioned as a source of illustrations, is underrated. Finally, 
the important contributions made by Irving, even though his book on palaeo- 
magnetism is mentioned, are largely ignored. This is hard to forgive, es- 
pecially as the 1964 London symposium on continental drift is mentioned 
with great emphasis. 

In conclusion it may be said that this is an interesting book, but one 
which is deficient in some parts where it distributes credit for fundamental 
contributions. 

J. HOSPERS (Amsterdam) 

The Origin of Continents and Oceans. A. Wegener (translated by J. Biram 
from the 4th revised German edition, 1929) Dover, New York, N.Y., 1966, 
246 pp., 63 illus., paperbound, V.S.$Z.OO. 

The theory of continents drift forms a part of geological thought since 
its onset. Francis Bacon (16201, F.H.A. von Humboldt (1800), R. Gwen (1857), 
A. Snider (18581, 0. Fisher (1881, 1889), E.Ch. Pickering (1907), F.B. Taylor 
(1910) are some of the names mentioned in literature in this connection. 

But it was Alfred Wegener (191.2-1928) who succeeded in gaming wide- 
spread attention and support for this concept, by bringing palaeoclimatic 
and other diagnostic facts of evidence to bear on it. 

Because of the feeble mechanism for drift, to which Wegener resorted 
as a mechanical explanation, there was and still is a resistance among many 
earth-scientists to accept this concept as a basic principle in the geodynamic 
evolution of the earth’s crust (e.g., V.V. Beloussov). 

In the old controversy between fixism and mobilism (the static and the 
dynamic models of crustal evolution) a new scientific tool, palaeomagnetism, 
has recently brought forward independent (diagnostic) facts. Consequently, 
the discussions about drift have flared up. 

In these discussions many authors quote Wegener’s work, without 
having been able to read the German text of his “Entstehung der Kontinente”. 

It is fortunate to have this classic now easily available to the English 
speaking and reading earth-scientists by means of the excellent translation 
by John Biram in a paperback edition and at a reasonable price. 

R.W. VAN BEMM~L~N (Utrecht) 
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