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Curriculum vitae 

Sofie Bhatti werd op 24 november 1973 geboren te Luik. Na het behalen van het 

diploma van hoger secundair onderwijs aan het Nieuwen-Bosch college te Gent, startte zij 

met de studies Diergeneeskunde te Gent. Het diploma van Dierenarts werd in 1998 behaald 

met grote onderscheiding. 

In juli 1998 trad de schrijfster in dienst bij de Vakgroep Geneeskunde en Klinische 

Biologie van de Kleine Huisdieren van de Faculteit Diergeneeskunde te Merelbeke. Zij 

werkte eerst als wetenschappelijk medewerker in de afdeling anesthesiologie en interne 

geneeskunde (1998-1999). Vanaf 1999 werd ze assistent bij de Vakgroep en ontwikkelde een 

bijzondere interesse in de endocrinologie en neurologie. In het jaar 2000 werden, in 

samenwerking met Prof. Dr. A. Rijnberk, Dr. H.S. Kooistra en Dr. J.A. Mol van het 

Departement Geneeskunde van Gezelschapsdieren van de Faculteit der Diergeneeskunde te 

Utrecht en Dr. L.M.L. Van Ham van de Vakgroep Geneeskunde en Klinische Biologie van de 

Kleine Huisdieren van de Faculteit Diergeneeskunde te Merelbeke, de eerste stappen gezet die 

geleid hebben tot dit proefschrift. In januari 2004 werd het getuigschrift van de 

Doctoraatsopleiding van de Faculteit Diergeneeskunde te Merelbeke verkregen.  

Sofie Bhatti was meerdere malen spreker op postuniversitaire studiedagen zowel in 

België als in Nederland. Zij is (co-)auteur van verscheidene publicaties in internationale en 

nationale tijdschriften en nam deel aan verscheidene nationale en internationale congressen. 

In het najaar van 2001 ontving ze de “Intervet Award” voor de beste wetenschappelijke orale 

presentatie op het 11de “ESVIM (European Society of Veterinary Internal Medicine) 

congress” te Dublin. In juni 2002 werd de auteur uitgenodigd om te spreken op het jaarlijks 

congres van de “ACVIM (American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine)” in Dallas, 

Verenigde Staten.  

De schrijfster is in 2003 getrouwd met Sarne De Vliegher en in 2006 moeder 

geworden van Tuur. 

 

Sofie Bhatti was born in Liége, Belgium, on November 24, 1973. After finishing her 

secondary school education (Nieuwen-Bosch college, Ghent), she started to study veterinary 

medicine at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at Ghent University (1992-1998).  

After graduation the author started to work at the Department of Small Animal 

Medicine and Clinical Biology at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in Merelbeke as full 

time scientific contributor in anaesthesiology and internal medicine (1998-1999). In 1999 the 
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author became assistant at the same department and developed a special interest in 

endocrinology and neurology. In the year 2000 the author started with the studies described in 

this PhD thesis, in collaboration with Prof. Dr. A. Rijnberk, Dr. H.S. Kooistra, and Dr. J.A. 

Mol from the Department of Clinical Sciences of Companion animals, Utrecht University, 

and Dr. L.M.L. Van Ham from the Department of Small Animal Medicine and Clinical 

Biology, Ghent University. 

Sofie Bhatti has been invited to speak on post university lectures in Belgium and The 

Netherlands. She is (co-)author of a number of publications in national and international peer-

reviewed journals and participated in several different national and international congresses. 

In 2001 the author received the “Intervet Award” for the best oral presentation at the 11th 

“ESVIM (European Society of Veterinary Internal Medicine) congress” in Dublin. In June 

2002 she was invited speaker at the annual congress of the “ACVIM (American College of 

Veterinary Internal Medicine)” in Dallas, United States.  

In 2003 the author married to Sarne De Vliegher and in 2006 she became mother of 

Tuur. 
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List of publications and manuscripts 
 Bhatti SFM, Van Ham LML, Putcuyps I, De Bosschere H, Polis I, Van Goethem B. 

Atlantoaxial cartilaginous exostosis causing spinal cord compression in a mature Bernese 

mountain dog. J Small Anim Pract 2001;42:79-81.  

 Risselada M, Saunders J, Bhatti SFM, Gielen I, Van Ham LML, van Bree H. CT-guided 

aspirationbiopsy of an infected intervertebral disc. Flem Vet J 2001;70:59-64. 

 Bhatti SFM, De Vliegher SP, Van Ham LML, Kooistra HS. Effects of growth hormone-

releasing peptides in healthy dogs and in dogs with pituitary-dependent 

hyperadrenocorticism. Mol Cell Endocrinol 2002;197:97-103.  

 De Bosschere H, Bos M, Ducatelle R, Bhatti SFM, Van Ham LML. Spongiform 

degeneration of the white matter in the central nervous system of Australian Cattle dog 

littermates. Flem Vet J 2002;71:145-148. 

 Bhatti SFM and Van Ham LML. Polyneuropathy in a dog with diabetes mellitus. Flem 

Vet J 2003;72:59-66. 

 Lee WM, Meij BP, Bhatti SFM, Mol JA, Rijnberk A, Kooistra HS. Pulsatile secretion 

pattern of growth hormone in dogs with pituitary-dependent hyperadrenocorticism. 

Domest Anim Endocrinol 2003;24:59-68.  

 Van Ham LML, Bhatti SFM, Polis I, Fatzer R, Braund K, Thoonen H. Continuous muscle 

fibre activity in six dogs with episodic myokymia, stiffness and collapse. Vet Rec 

2004;155:769-774.  

 Bhatti SFM and Daminet S. Options for the treatment of canine and feline 

hypercortisolism. Flem Vet J 2004;73:344-350. 

 Vermeersch K, Van Ham LML, Caemaert J, Tshamala M, Taeymans O, Bhatti SFM, 

Polis I. Suboccipital craniectomy, dorsal laminectomy of C1, durotomy and dural graft 

placement as a treatment for syringohydromyelia with cerebellar tonsil herniation in 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels. Vet Surg 2004;33:355-360.  

 Vermeersch K, Van Ham LML, Braund KG, Bhatti SFM, Tshamala M, Chiers K, 

Schrauwen E. Sensory neuropathy in two Border collie puppies. J Small Anim Pract 

2005;46:295-299.  

 Declercq J and Bhatti SFM. Calcinosis involving multiple paws in a cat with chronic renal 

failure and in a cat with hyperthyroidism. Vet Dermatol 2005;16:74-78.   
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 Bhatti SFM, Van Ham LML, Mol JA, Kooistra HS. Ghrelin, an endogenous growth 

hormone secretagogue with diverse endocrine an nonendocrine effects. Am J Vet Res 

2006;67:180-188. 

 Gabriel A, Clercx C, Van Ham LML, Poncelet L, Braund KG, Bhatti SFM, Detilleux J, 

Peeters D. Laryngeal paralysis-polyneuropathy complex in young related Pyrenean 

mountain dogs. J Small Anim Pract 2006;47:144-149. 

 Bhatti SFM, De Vliegher SP, Mol JA, Van Ham LML, Kooistra HS. Ghrelin-stimulation 

test in the diagnosis of canine pituitary dwarfism. Res Vet Sci 2006;81:24-30. 

 Bhatti SFM, Duchateau L, Van Ham LML, De Vliegher SP, Mol JA, Rijnberk A, Kooistra 

HS. Effects of growth hormone secretagogues on the release of adenohypophyseal 

hormones in young and old healthy dogs. Vet J 2006, in press.  

 Bhatti SFM, Beijerink N, Okkens AC, Dieleman SJ, Mol JA, Duchateau L, Van Ham 

LML, Kooistra HS. Adenohypophyseal function in bitches treated with 

medroxyprogesterone acetate. Domest Anim Endocrinol 2006, in press. 

 Bhatti SFM, Duchateau L, Van Ham LML, Mol JA, Kooistra HS. Treatment of growth 

hormone excess in dogs with the progesterone receptor antagonist aglépristone. 

Theriogenology 2006, in press. 

 Bhatti SFM, Hofland L, van Koetsveld P, Van Ham LML, Duchateau L, Mol JA, van der 

Lely AJ, Kooistra HS. Effects of food intake and fasting on the plasma ghrelin 

concentration in healthy dogs. Am J Vet Res 2006, in press. 

 Bhatti SFM, Rao NAS, Okkens AC, Mol JA, Duchateau L, Ducatelle R, van den Ingh 

TSGAM, Tshamala M, Van Ham LML, Rijnberk A, Kooistra HS. Role of progestin-

induced mammary-derived GH in the pathogenesis of cystic endometrial hyperplasia in 

the bitch. Submitted. 

 De Decker S, Van Soens I, Tshamala M, Gielen I, Saunders J, Polis I, Bhatti SFM, Van 

Meervenne S, Van Ham LML. Spinal arachnoid cysts in the dog: a retrospective study of 

14 cases. Submitted. 

 

 

 


