
International Journal of Integrated Care  – Vol. 9, 31 December 2009 – ISSN 1568-4156  – http://www.ijic.org/

9th Annual Integrated Care Conference, Vienna, Austria, 3–6 November 2009 1

Conference abstract

From research to innovation: a breakthrough in transitional 
care for adolescents with chronic conditions 

Susan Jedeloo, PhD, Senior Researcher, Rotterdam University—Expertise Centre Transitions of Care, Rotterdam,  
The Netherlands

Jeroen Havers, MSc, Consultant, Dutch Institute for Healthcare Improvement CBO, Utrecht, The Netherlands

AnneLoes van Staa, RN, MA, MD, Professor, Rotterdam University, Expertise Centre Transitions of Care, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands/Assistant Professor Erasmus University Rotterdam, Institute of Health Policy and Management, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands

Correspondence to: AnneLoes van Staa, E-mail: a.van.staa@hro.nl

Abstract
Introduction: In the Netherlands, adolescents with chronic conditions are often ill prepared for their transition to adult care. Services 
are not geared toward adolescents’ needs and preferences. To bridge these gaps, a four-year innovation programme, On Your Own Feet 
Ahead, was started in 2008.

Aim: To provide integrative health care services and appropriate transitional care to adolescents (12–25 years) with somatic chronic 
conditions. The programme focuses on the establishment of independent health behaviours, increasing of self-management skills and 
improving the organisation of transitional care.

Description: Using a breakthrough approach, ten multidisciplinary pilot teams from hospitals and rehabilitation centres in the Neth-
erlands implemented and evaluated a number of interventions and policy changes to improve transitional care, including the use of a 
transition coordinator, clinical pathways and individual transition plans. In the next phase of implementation, best practices will be spread 
nation-wide.

Discussion: Despite considerable difficulties in finding local commitment and bridging cultural and organisational gaps, most teams 
succeed in establishing structural change and new partnerships. To facilitate changes, more commitment on national policy level seems 
required.

Conclusion: In the pilot phase, the action-oriented breakthrough approach facilitated structural improvements of transitional care. This 
is promising for further dissemination.
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