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1. Introduction

Tafi is a Ghana-Togo-Mountain (GTM) language (Ring 1995) spoken in
Ghana. The GTM languages are spoken in Ghana, Togo and Benin. Ear-
lier works on these languages referred to them, in German, as “Togo-
estsprachen” (Struck 1912) or, in English, as “Togo Remnant Lan-
guages”. They have also been referred to as “Central-Togo languages”
(Kropp Dakubu & Ford 1988).

The genetic affiliation of these languages within Niger-Congo has
been much contested. Westermann and Bryan (1952: 96) considered
them as constituting an isolate group and observe that they have some
similarity to the Kwa languages in terms of vocabulary while their noun
class system is reminiscent of Bantu languages. Greenberg (1996) puts
them in Kwa. Heine (1968a) also classifies them as Kwa and sub-divides
them into NA- and KA- groups. These two groups, now called NA-Togo
and KA-Togo, are presumed to branch out from Proto-Kwa (Williamson
and Blench 2000; Blench 2001). Tafi belongs to the KA-Togo group.

The Tafi language is spoken by about 4,400 people in the Volta
Region in the South-eastern part of Ghana (Gordon, 2005), in four com-
munities: Agɔme, Madɔ, Abuiƒé1 and Atome. The Tafi people call them-
selves Bagbɔ2 and their language Tɩgbɔ. South of the Tafi area live the
Nyagbo people. To the east of Tafi are the Avatime and Logba people.
Even though Logba and Tafi are geographical neighbours, Logba be-
longs to the NA-Togo group, so it is only distantly related to Tafi, unlike
Nyagbo and Avatime. The Nyagbo people have sometimes been thought
of as constituting one group with the Tafi, and their languages show a
certain degree of mutual intelligibility.

Tafi is one of the least studied languages, not only among the GTM
languages but also in Ghana (Ring 2000). It is threatened by Ewe (the

1 The IPA symbol for orthographic ‘ƒ’ is /ɸ/.
2 Tafi is the name given to them by the Ewes.
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lingua franca of the region), to which both adults and children are shift-
ing. Tafi is also threatened by English, the official language of Ghana.
The only available study on the language was done by Funke (1910).
Tafi also receives some attention in Heine (1968a), Ford (1973) and Da-
kubu & Ford (1988).

Tafi, like all the other GTM languages, has an active noun class
system in which each noun belongs to a particular class identified by pre-
fixes. Thus, it marks singular/plural alternations with prefixes and often
requires concord of other elements in the sentence with the governing
noun. In this way, the head noun determines what affix is used for
agreement.

The aim of this paper is to describe the nominal class and concord
system of Tafi drawing attention to its distinctive properties and placing
the findings in an areal and typological context. The database for this
study includes spontaneous spoken texts recorded in the field by the au-
thor, a Frog Story (FS) narrative description elicited using the wordless
picture book Frog, where are you? Mayer (1969) and responses to vari-
ous picture stimuli designed for the investigation of topological relations
and the semantics of positional verbs. Data elicited with these picture
stimuli are marked as TRPS (Topological Relations Picture Series, Bow-
erman and Pederson (1993)); and PSPV (Picture Series for Positional
Verbs, Ameka et al. (1999)).

2. Typological Features of Tafi

Tafi has a total of 31 consonant phonemes including /bh/ and /ɸ/. /bh/ is
an aspirated voiced labial stop. It has no voiceless counterpart in the lan-
guage and occurs in some few words including kábhā ‘top’ and bhulí
‘small’. /ɸ/ is a voiceless labial fricative which has no voiced counterpart
in the language. It appears that this sound was introduced into the lan-
guage as a result of borrowing from Ewe. It only occurs in two words
which are aɸu ‘sea’ and Abuiɸé3 ‘the name of one of the Tafi communi-

3 Abuiɸé is the Ewe appellation for this community. The Tɩgbɔ name is Ofú.
Abuiɸé means Abui’s hometown, aɸé ‘home’ has been borrowed from Ewe
and attached to the name Abui. It appears that the first person who settled in
that village is called Abui.
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ties’. Tafi has double articulated labial velar stops /kp/ and /gb/ as well
as alveolar and palatal affricates /ts/, /dz/ and /tʃ/, /dʒ/4 respectively.

Tafi has a nine vowel system. All these vowels except /o/ have
nasalized counterparts. The vowels participate in ATR vowel harmony.
Thus, they are divided into two sets, [+ATR] and [-ATR]. As shown in
Table 1 below, the vowels / i, e, o, u / are [+ATR] and / ɩ, ɛ, ɔ, ʊ / are
[-ATR]. The /a/ vowel may be said to be neutral because it can occur
with vowels from both sets.

Front Central Back
[+ATR] [-ATR] [+ATR] [-ATR]

High i ɩ u ʊ

Mid e ɛ o ɔ

Low a

Table 1: Tafi Vowel Chart

The near minimal pairs in (1) illustrate the contrastive nature of these
vowels:

(1) Vowels Examples
i / ɩ yí ‘kill’ yɩ ́ ‘3SG OBJ’

ɩ / e ɩ-nyɩ ́5 ‘firewood’ e-nyí ‘names’
u / i tsú ‘dig’ tsí ‘die’
ʊ / a bʊ-yā ‘farm’ ba-yā ‘farms’
a / u tá ‘shoot’ tú ‘pound’
ɔ / i sɔ́ ‘hoe’ sí ‘run’
a / ɔ ká ‘fold’ kɔ́ ‘give, offer’

ATR vowel harmony in Tafi is root-controlled, in the sense that the
vowel of prefixes harmonizes with the vowel of the first syllable of the
root. Thus, depending on the [ATR] value of the initial vowel in the root,
the prefix may have varied forms, as shown in the examples below:

4 The orthographic representation of the IPA symbols /tʃ/ and /dʒ/ are ‘tsy’ and
‘dzy’ respectively.
5 The IPA symbol for ‘ny’ is /ɲ/. ‘ny’ is the orthographic representation.
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(2) a. á-ba-ŋa fufuō b. é-be-tú fufuō
3SG-FUT-eat fufu 3SG-FUT-pound fufu
‘S/he will eat fufu.’ ‘S/he will pound fufu.’

c. ɔ́-bɔ-vɩ sukúū d. ó-bo-plǔ a-wi=ń
2SG-FUT-go school 2SG-FUT-wash CM-dress
‘You will go to school.’ ‘You will wash the dress.’

As shown in the examples above, the vowels in the verbal root in (2a)
and (2c) trigger a process of [-ATR] assimilation that targets the vowels
of the subject pronoun and future prefixes which surface as [-ATR],
while the vowels in the verbs in (2b) and (2d) impose their positive ATR
value upon the vowels of the prefixes. Moreover, the future marker is
underlyingly ba but in (2c) and (2d), the vowel in the future prefix is
rounded. This results from a process of progressive assimilation triggered
by the 2SG subject pronoun, which is phonologically [+round].

Tafi is a register-type tone language. In connected speech, it dis-
plays both level and contour tones. Tafi has three level tonemes: High
(H), Mid (M) and Low (L) plus two complex tones, Falling (F) and Ris-
ing (R) tones which are phonetically realised on the peak of one sylla-
ble.6 The contour tones can be lexical or they can be generated in context
as in (4b) where the falling tone could be analysed as a sequence of H
and L. Tones are used for lexical contrast as in (3), and to express gram-
matical functions, as shown in (4). Tones are marked with the following
diacritics:

H ́ acute accent
M ̄ macron
L ̀ grave accent used on syllabic nasals (vowels with

low tones are left unmarked)
Rising ̌ hacek
Falling ̂ circumflex

6 The tone system of Tafi is not clear yet. It presents several complications
which require further investigation.
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(3) tú ‘pound’ tu ̄ ‘beat (a person)’
kilé ‘tooth’ kilě ‘lizard’
kɩmɔ́ ‘breast’ kɩmɔ̄ ‘rubber, gum’

(4) a. béé-tú fufuō b. bée-tú fufuō
3PL:PRSPROG-pound fufu 3PL:PSTPROG-pound fufu
‘They are pounding fufu.’ ‘They were pounding fufu.’

The difference between (4a) and (4b), representing the present and past
progressive aspects, respectively, is exclusively tonal.

In Tafi, each syllable is a tone bearing unit. Possible syllable
shapes are given below and the syllable boundaries are marked by a dot
(.).

(5) V á.ka ̄ ‘father’ o.sí ‘tree’
CV sʊ́.bha ‘rain’ bʊ.pá ‘house’
CLV ká.vlɔ̄ ‘towel’ o.dre.ke.kpú ‘corner’
CGV bʊ.mwɩ ̄ ‘salt’ ɔ.bhɩā ‘friend’
N ká.m̀.pie.sí ‘armpit’ kó.ŋ́ ‘very much’

Tafi is a language whose basic word order is Subject-Verb-Object
(SVO), as illustrated by the sentences in (4). In double-object construc-
tions, the Goal precedes the Theme. In locative constructions, the Theme
occurs before the Locative. Moreover, adjuncts may occur after the core
arguments in the clause.

The rest of the paper is organised as follows: in section 3, I dis-
cuss Tafi noun classes, drawing attention to the prefixes that identify
them, the subject-verb agreement markers and the way loanwords are
accommodated in the class system. Section 4 discusses agreement pat-
terns within the Noun Phrase, between the head noun and adjectives,
numerals, ordinals, the indefiniteness marker, demonstratives, interroga-
tives, and other nominal modifiers. Section 5 deals with pronouns. Sec-
tion 6 looks at agreement within possessive pronominal constructions.
Section 7 summarises the discussion.
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3. Tafi noun classes

Schuh (1995: 130) observes that the term noun class is used in two dif-
ferent ways in the description of African languages, namely, it is used to
refer to “a single set of morphological concords which may show up as
affixes on noun stems, affixes on modifiers, and pronominal referents to
nouns” and “a paired set of [morphological] concords where one member
of the pair has a singular referent and the other member is a plural corre-
sponding to that singular.” In this paper, I use the term following the
first usage, because one can account better for the noun class system if
the individual classes are treated separately since this will avoid the
complication of many-to-one relation between singular and plural pair-
ings. Moreover, using the singular to plural pairing leaves the tɩ- class
which contains non-count nouns an orphan. Consequently, I distinguish
noun classes on the basis of the prefixes, subject-verb agreement, the
pronominal forms of the classes and agreement within the noun phrase.
During the discussion, it will be observed that the noun class system in
Tafi is gradually decaying.

3.1 Noun class prefixes
In this section, I examine the individual sets of noun classes. First, I look
at the prefixes the nouns occur with. Subsequently, I discuss the morpho-
logical concords each class governs. The various classes identified are
a1-, ba(a)-, o-, i-, ki-, a2-, ka-, bʊ1-, bʊ2-, and tɩ-. Five of these classes
are made up of singular classes (a1-, o-, ki-, ka-, and bʊ2- classes), four
are plural (ba(a)-, i-, a2-, and bʊ1- classes) and one (tɩ-) class contains
non-count nouns. The ba(a)- and bʊ2- classes contain the plural forms of
nouns in more than one class. Most often, in less careful or spontaneous
speech, consonantal onsets are dropped, an observation already made by
Funke (1910). In sentence initial position or in isolation, the full forms of
the CV noun class prefixes, ba(a)-, ki-, ka-, bʊ1-, and bʊ2- are used, but
elsewhere their initial consonant may be dropped except for the prefix tɩ-
whose full form is always used in any position. This is one of the signs
that the noun class system in Tafi is in the process of decaying as it is in
Nyagbo (see Essegbey, to appear). Also, historically, Logba is reported
to have CV prefixes which have eroded to become only V prefixes
(Heine 1968, Dorvlo, 2008 and this volume).
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Table 2 below gives the noun class prefixes and agreement mark-
ers that verbs and elements within the noun phrase take.

Class Class

Pfx

(CM)

SubjM

rk

(SM)

Subj

Pron

Free

Pron

Poss.

Pron.

Dem.

Pfx

Num.

Pfx

In-

def.

mrk.

Pfx.

Int.

Qtf.

a1- a/e/Ø- a/e- a/e- yɩ ́ a- a- te- te- -

ba(a)- ba/be- ba/be- ba/be- (b)alɩ́ a- -alɩ ́ a- tɩa/tie- te- tɩa-

o- ɔ/o- ɔ/o- ɔ/o-

lɔ/lo-

ɔlɩ́ ɔ- ɔ- to- to-
-

i- ɩ/i- ɩ/i- ɩ/i-

lɩ/li-

ɩlɩ́ ɩ- ɩ- tɩ/ti- ti- tɩɩ

ki- kɩ/ki- kɩ/ki- kɩ/ki- (k)ɩlɩ ́ ɩ- ɩ- tri- ti- -

a2- a/e- a/e- la/le- alɩ ́ a- a- ta/te- te- taa-

ka- ka/ke- ka/ke- ka/ke- (k)alɩ ́ ɩa- a- tie- tie- -

bʊ1- bʊ/bu- bʊ/bu- bʊ/bu- (b)ʊlɩ́ ʊ- ɔ-/ ʊ- tʊ/tu- tu- tʊʊ-

bʊ2- bʊ/bu- bʊ/bu- bʊ/bu- (b)ʊlɩ́ ʊ- ɔ-/ ʊ- tru- tu- -

tɩ- tɩ/ti- kɩ/ki- kɩ-/ki- (k)ɩlɩ ́ ɩ- ɩ- - ti- tɩɩ-

Table 2: Noun class prefixes, agreement markers and pronouns

As shown in the table, the same noun class prefixes are used as agree-
ment forms for subject cross reference (SM) and subject pronouns except
for the tɩ- prefix. Thus, although they are mostly identical in form their
functions are distinct and I will like to keep them distinct. Also, the free
pronoun is the form that occurs in object position as well as in possessive
constructions.

3.1.1 The a1- class. With the exception of some borrowed nouns, nouns
in the a1- class are characterised by the use of one of the prefixes a- or e-,
depending on the [ATR] specification of the vowel in the initial syllable
of the nominal root. The following are some examples:

(6) á-ka ̄ ‘father’ é-ni ̄ ‘mother’
a-dzɩ ̄ ‘woman’ e-kusí ‘chief’
a-ga ‘animal’ é-fu ̄ ‘guest, stranger’
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Depending on the ATR value of the first vowel in the verb, the subject-
verb agreement marker that is used to cross-reference nouns in this class
on verbs are a- or e-, as in (7a) and (7b). The subject pronominal form is
also illustrated in (7c) and (7d). Consider the following examples taken
from a frog story narration:

(7) a. á-nyɩ ́nʊ́vɔɛ̄=̄ń7 á-mɔ o-zi to-lí nɩ ́ o-sí
CM-boy=DEF SM-see CM-hole AM-INDEF LOC CM-tree
gbɩgblǎ nɩ ́-m̄.
big DEF-inside
‘The boy saw a hole in the big tree.’ (FS)

b. á-nyɩ ́nʊ́vɔɛ̄=̄ń é-wu ̄ o-sí=ń
CM-boy=DEF SM-climb CM-tree=DEF

‘The boy climbed up the tree.’ (FS)
c. é-féké ka-kudzɔgɛ=̌ń

3SG-lift CM-dog=DEF

‘He (= the boy) lifted the dog.’ (FS)
d. á-nyɩ ́na ̄ o-sí to-lí nɩ ́ ki-trekpú=ń ɔbha

3SG-hold CM-tree AM-INDEF LOC CM-anthill=DEF near
‘He (= the boy) held a tree beside the anthill.’ (FS)

In (7a) and (7b), the subject NP has been cross-referenced on the verb.
The alternation between a- and e- of the SM is explained by ATR assimi-
lation. In (7c) and (7d), the subjects of the sentences are pronouns.

Some nouns in this class are prefix-less. These nouns are in this
class, because they share with the prefixed nouns in this class the agree-
ment markers, as in (8a) and (8b). Examples of such nouns are Kpáyā

7 The full form of the definiteness marker in Tafi is nɩ́ ‘the’. Most often, its
vowel is elided and the reduced form is cliticised on to the word immediately
preceding it. The tone carried by the deleted vowel, however, remains and it
moves leftwards on to the alveolar nasal /n/. However, when it is followed by
certain postpositions such as kábha ̄ ‘on, top’, kedē ‘behind’, back’ and kesí
‘under ‘beneath’, etc., whose initial consonants are dropped, the vowel of the
definiteness marker remains even though after their initial consonant is drop-
ped, the resultant word that follows nɩ́ begins with a vowel, as in example (9a).
Also, in utterance-final position, nɩ́ and ń are in free variation.
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‘God’; sã ́hwɩ̌̃ ‘spider’; gbɔkɔɛ́ ‘toad’; and túŋ́gbá ‘antelope’. These
nouns can be said to take a Ø-prefix.

(8) a. sã ́hwɩ̌̃=ń é-tsirí bu-pí nɩ ́-m̄.
Spider =DEF SM-be.on CM-ceiling DEF-inside

‘The spider is on the ceiling.’ (TRPS. 7)
b. á-nyɩ ́nʊ́vɔɛ̄ ̄ te-li a-bá-za ̄ kɩlɩ́

CM-boy AM-INDEF SM-come-be:PST_LOC CONJ

gbɔkɔɛ́ tsyí á-za ̄.
toad too SM-be:PST_LOC

‘A boy happened to be there and a toad was there too.’ (FS)

As shown in the examples in (8), the agreement marker for the noun
sã ́hwɩ̌̃ ‘spider’ in (8a) is e-, while á-nyɩ ́nʊ́vɔɛ̄ ̄ ‘boy’ and gbɔkɔɛ́ ‘toad’ in
(8b) ) take the same agreement marker a-. The difference in vowel qual-
ity is due to the different ATR specification of the verb-initial vowels, as
expected. Also, the pronominal form of these nouns is the same as that of
the other nouns in this class, as illustrated by the pronominal form for
sã ́hwɩ̌̃ ‘spider’ in (8c).

c. é-tsirí bu-pí nɩ ́-m̄
3SG-be.on CM-ceiling DEF-inside
‘It is on the ceiling.’

There are also some nouns in this class that do not exhibit any singu-
lar/plural distinction. They are in this class because their pronominal and
subject-verb agreement forms are the same as those of the other nouns in
this class. The following sentences contain some examples:

(9) a. sʊ́bhā=ń e-púlú a-wʊlakpá nɩ ́-ábhā
Rain=DEF SM-wash CMPL-leaf DEF-top
‘The rain washes the leaves.’

b. dzyosu ̌ á-lɩ ̄ yɩ ́ ɔ-hwɩ=ń í-shú
Blood SM-be.LOC 3SG CM-arm=DEF CM-body
‘He has blood on his arm.’

Most borrowed nouns, mostly from Ewe, also belong to this class. Some
loanwords retain the prefixes of the source language while others have
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their prefixes changed or they do not occur with prefixes at all.8 Exam-
ples given here are all words from Ewe origin:

(10) a-fɔmízi ̄ ‘rabbit’ < Ewe afɔmízi ‘rabbit’
a-wī ‘dress’ < Ewe awu ‘dress’
e-nyi ̄ ‘elephant’ < Ewe enyi ‘cow’
i-dzyi ‘heart’ < Ewe (e)dzyi ‘heart’
dɔkū ‘turkey’ < Ewe dɔku ‘turkey’
tédzyí ‘donkey’ < Ewe tedzyi ‘donkey’

The SM or pronominal form of the loanwords is either a- or e-, depending
on the ATR value of the first syllable of the verb as is the case of the
nouns in the a1- class.

The a1- and ba(a)- classes (see section 3.1.2) seem to be the default
classes so if there is a case of agreement mismatch, people resort to these
classes. All these are indications that the noun class system is gradually
decaying. It must however, be noted that the adult speakers do not take
lightly to this and are always complaining that some speakers especially,
the younger ones are ‘destroying the language’.

With regard to the semantics of the nouns in this class, it contains
most animate nouns, almost all human nouns including kinship terms,
some wild and domestic animals, fluids, meteorological phenomena as
well as most borrowed words. The semantics of the borrowed words
have no limitations.

3.1.2 The ba(a)- class. The ba(a)- class comprises plural forms of the
a1- class and the bʊ2- class nouns and a sub-set of the ki- and ka- classes,
which will be discussed in sections 3.1.9, 3.1.5 and 3.1.7 respectively.
Nouns in this class have the plural prefixes ba(a)- or be(e)-. As usual,
the ba(a)~be(e) alternation is governed by the ATR value of the initial
root vowel. Ba-/be- are used to cross-reference the plural subject on the
verb and they also occur as their pronominal forms. Consider the follow-
ing examples:

8 Loanwords will be discussed in detail in section 3.2.
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(11) a. ba-wī=ń á-sɔmɩ ́ kí-húí nɩ ́-ábhā
CMPL-dress=DEF SM-hang CM-drying_line DEF-top
‘The clothes are hanging on the drying line.’ (TRPS. 36)

b. bá-sɔmɩ ́ kí-húí nɩ ́-ábhā
3PL-hangCM-drying_line DEF-top
‘They are hanging on the drying line.’

(12) a. bee-kusí=ń é-tsoku ’ʊ-pá nɩ ́-m̄
CMPL-chief=DEF SM-enter CM-house DEF-inside
‘The chiefs entered the house.’

b. bé-tsoku ’ʊ-pá nɩ ́-m̄
3PL-enter CM-house DEF-inside
‘They entered the house.’

c. be-tu ̄ a-lɩ ́ ɔ-ma nɩ ́-m̄
CMPL-mountain SM-be.LOC CM-town DEF-inside

‘There are mountains in the town.’

The subjects of the example sentences in (11a), (12a), and (12c) are plu-
ral nouns, however, instead of the expected agreement markers ba- and
be-, the ones used in these sentences are a/e-. The examples in (11a) and
(12a) were produced by my consultants during elicitation sessions. Sen-
tence (11a) was given during a picture-stimuli elicitation session. As it
turns out, the consonantal onsets of the subject-verb agreement markers
are deleted in spontaneous speech. The same has happened to the nomi-
nal complement ‘house’ in (12a) and (12b) whose citation form is bʊ-pá.
In (11b) and (12b), I have the pronominal form for the nominals in this
class occurring as subjects.

The singular forms of ba-wī ‘clothes’ in (11a) and bee-kusí
‘chiefs’ in (12a) belong to the a1- class, while that of be-tú ‘mountains’
in (12c) which is bu-tú ‘mountain’ belongs to the bʊ2- class. So far, I
have come across only two words, be-ní ‘rivers’ and be-dzigā ‘traders’,
whose plural prefix belongs to the ba(a)- class, while their singular
forms take the ke- prefix, typical of the ka- class (see section 3.1.7 be-
low).

Some nouns can take more than one plural prefix depending on
how a speaker wants to construe them. For instance, some speakers use
the ba(a)- prefix to mark agreement on the plural forms of kɩ-drɔǧá
‘bedbug’ and kɩ-zɔ̄ ‘housefly’ yielding ba-drɔǧá and ba-zɔ̄ respectively.
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The unmarked plural forms of these nouns are a-drɔǧá and a-zɔ̄ whose
prefix is identical to the one used by the nouns of the a2- class (see sec-
tion 3.1.6). Thus, if a speaker construes kɩ-drɔǧá ‘bedbug’ and kɩ-zɔ̄
‘housefly’ as a distinct set of animates, for example, insects, then the a2-
prefix will be selected for their plural forms. However, if they are gener-
ally construed as animate nouns then the ba(a)- prefix will be selected to
form their plurals.

3.1.3 The o- class. Nouns belonging to the o- class take an o/ɔ- prefix in
the singular, distributed in accordance with the ATR harmony require-
ments. Examples of these nouns are:

(13) a. o-nugbū ‘mouth’ b. ɔ-tɔmɩ ́ ‘beard’
o-lí ‘neck’ ɔ-ma ‘town’
o-sí ‘tree’ ɔ-shɛ̌̃ ‘branch’
o-yĩtsí ‘hawk’ ɔ-ɖá ‘metal, iron’
o-ní ‘soup’ ɔ-bhɩa ‘friend’

These nouns are cross-referenced on the verbs of which they are the sub-
ject as o/ɔ- and their subject pronominal form (l)o/(l)ɔ-. The realisation
of the onset /l/ depends upon the individual speaker’s choice. Below are
some examples:

(14) a. o-seyuyu ̄=ń ɔ́-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
CM-fruit=DEF SM-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body

‘The fruit is hanging on the tree.’(TRPS. 27)
b. (l)ɔ-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú

3SG-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘It is hanging on the tree.’

(15) a. o-hui=ń ó-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
CM-rope=DEF SM-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘The rope is on the tree stump.’(TRPS. 42)

b. (l)o-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
3SG-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘It is on the tree stump.’
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The subject-verb agreement marker of the a1- class also tends to be used
for the o- and other classes by some speakers, especially young adults
and children, as illustrated by the following sentence, which was ob-
tained during a picture-stimuli elicitation session:

(16) o-seyuyu ̄=ń á-kpasɩ ́ a-gbɛ̌ nɩ ́-m̄
CM-fruit=DEF SM-be.in CM-bowl DEF-inside
‘The fruit is in the bowl.’ (TRPS. 2)

Among others, nouns in the o- class include part-whole relational terms,
like human and animal body parts, parts of plants and buildings, parts of
the day, elements of the environment, some minerals, some animals, and
some food items.

3.1.4 The i-class. The i- class is made up of the plural forms of nouns in
the o- class. Depending on the [ATR] value of the first vowel of the noun
root, nouns in this class take i/ɩ- as prefix, as in (17a) and (17b), and as
subject-verb agreement markers, as illustrated in (18a) and (19a). They
have (l)i/(l)ɩ- as their pronominal subject forms, as shown in (18b) and
(19b). Depending on the individual speaker, the onset /l/ may not be real-
ised.9

(17) a. i-nugbū ‘mouths’ b. ɩ-tɔmɩ ́ ‘beards’
i-lí ‘necks’ ɩ-ma ‘towns’
i-sí ‘trees’ ɩ-shɛ̌̃ ‘branches’
i-yĩtsí ‘hawks’ ɩ-ɖá ‘metals, iron’
i-ní ‘soups’ ɩ-bhɩa ‘friends’

(18) a. i-seyuyu ̄=ń ɩ́-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
CMPL-fruit=DEF SM-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body

‘The fruits are hanging on the tree.’ (TPRS. 45)
b. (l)ɩ-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú

3PL-hangCM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘They are hanging on the tree.’

9 The use of ɩ- and i- as subject pronouns is not common in recent years.
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(19) a. ɩ-kʊkɔnye=ń í-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
CMPL-cock=DEF SM-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘The cocks are on the tree stump.’

b. (l)i-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
3PL-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘They are on the tree stump.’

c. i-seyuyu ̄=ń á-kpasɩ ́ a-gbɛ̌ nɩ ́-m̄
CMPL-fruit=DEF SM-be.in CM-bowl DEF-inside

‘The fruits are in the bowl.’

It should be noticed that (19c) represents an example of the generalisa-
tion of the subject-verb agreement marker of the ba(a)- class to other
noun classes.

3.1.5 The ki- class. The ki- class has nouns which take ki/kɩ- prefix.
This class includes some nouns without a plural form, which are the ones
given in (20c).

(20) a. kí-wi ̄ ‘day’ b. kɩ ́-gɔ̄ ‘year’ c. kɩ ́-lɛ̄ ‘wind’
kí-ku ̄ ‘yam’ kɩ-zɔ̄ ‘housefly’ ki-wí ‘sun’
ki-dri ‘wall’ kɩ-kana‘crab’ kɩ-bʊɩ́ ‘dew’

The subject-verb agreement marker for this class is ki/kɩ- which is also
the pronominal form that occurs in subject position.

(21) a. ki-wí=ń í-tsú a-dzɩ=̄ń
CM-thorn=DEF SM-prick CM-woman=DEF

‘The thorn pricked the woman.’
b. kɩ-zɔ=̄ń ɩ́-kpasɩ ’u-ní nɩ ́-m̄

CM-housefly=DEF SM-be.in CM-water DEF-inside
‘The housefly is in the water.’

(22) a. ki-tsú a-dzɩ=̄ń.
3SG-prick CM-woman=DEF

‘It pricked the woman.’
b. kɩ-kpasɩ ’u-ní nɩ ́-m̄

3SG-be.in CM-water DEF inside
‘It is in the water.’
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As was explained earlier, most often, speakers tend to delete initial con-
sonants in less careful speech. In the examples in (21), the subject-verb
agreement markers are represented by the prefixes i- in (21a) and ɩ- in
(21b), instead of ki- and kɩ-. Also, the initial consonant of the bu- prefix
of bu-ní ‘water’ is not realised in (21b) and (22b). When I once tried to
produce the same sentences with the complete prefixes, my language
consultants reacted saying “if you speak like that, everybody will know
you are a learner of the language or a stranger”. Moreover, if the full
form of the bu- prefix of bu-ní ‘water’ is used in sentences like (21b)
and (22b), the native speakers’ judgment is that ‘the sentence is not
wrong but that it is not how we say it’.

The generalisation of the subject-verb agreement marker of the a1-
class is exemplified in the sentence (22c). This was a report made to one
my language consultants by her niece who was asked to cook yam for
lunch. In this sentence, the subject-verb agreement marker used is a- in-
stead of kɩ-.

(22) c. kí-ku ̄=n  á-tsyɔ́mɔ.̄
CM-yam=DEF SM-rot
‘The yam is rotten.’

The ki- class contains semantically diverse nouns including some items
whose shape is flat and long, like road, lizard, and spear; certain items
with a round shape, like egg, gourd and stone; some abstract nouns, emo-
tions, like fear; most body parts including head, brain, hair, thigh, bone,
vagina, testicles; some household items, farm products, some insects, and
some water-related animals, like frogs, among others.

3.1.6 The a2- class. The a2- class has been identified as a separate class,
because it comprises plural nouns whereas the a1- class contains singular
nouns. It pairs with the ki- class which is a singular class. Moreover, the
pronominal agreement form also differs from that of the a1- class. Noun
roots with a [-ATR] initial vowel occur with the a- prefix, as in (23a),
and those with [+ATR] initial vowel with the prefix e-, as in (23b).

(23) a. á-gɔ̄ ‘years’ b. e-wí ‘days’
a-zɔ̄ ‘houseflies’ é-ku ̄ ‘yams’
a-kana ‘crabs’ e-dri ‘walls’
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The subject-verb agreement marker of this class is the same as the pre-
fixes and their subject pronominal form is la/le-. In the examples in (24),
the full form of ’ifū ‘fear’ is kífū, of which the initial consonant is not
realised.

(24) a. bé-fleté=ń a-ńflɔ̄ e-te-kú mɩ ’i-fū
CMPL-leopard=DEF CMPL-claw SM-NEG-reach 1SG CM-fear
‘I am not afraid of the leopard’s claws.’
Lit.: ‘The leopards’ claws do not reach my fears.’

b. le-te-kú mɩ ’i-fū
3PL-NEG-reach 1SG CM-fear
‘I am not afraid of them’. (i.e., the leopards’ claws)
Lit.: ‘They do not reach my fears.’

3.1.7 The ka- class. Nouns belonging to the ka- class take a ka- or ke-
prefix. Noun roots with an initial [-ATR] vowel take a ka- prefix while
those with an initial [+ATR] vowel take a ke- prefix. The subject-verb
agreement marker is ka/ke- as shown in (25a) and (26a). In these exam-
ples also, the initial consonant of the subject-verb agreement markers is
absent. The corresponding subject pronouns are also ka/ke-, as shown in
(25b) and (26b).

(25) a. ka-hlɔɛ́̃=ń é-tsí b. ke-tsí
CM-antelope=DEF SM-die 3SG-die
‘The antelope died.’ ‘It died.’

(26) a. ke-plukpá=ń á-wɔ́lɩ ̄ b. ka-wɔ́lɩ ̄
CM-book=DEF SM-fall 3SG-fall
‘The book fell.’ ‘It fell.’

Nouns in this class include a few human terms referring to age, like ke-
bité ‘young woman’; some body parts, such as kahʊkpɔ́ ‘hand’; wild
and domestic animals including kehúí ‘antelope’ and kakudzɔgɛ̌ ‘dog’;
birds, farm implements and other entities, such as ground, land or parts
of a tree.
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3.1.8 The bʊ1- class. Nouns in the bʊ1- class take a bʊ/bu- prefix. The
pronominal forms of these nouns are bʊ/bu-, just as the prefixes as illus-
trated in (28b). The nouns in this class represent the plural forms of the
nouns in the ka- class and a subset of the ki- class. Examples of such
nouns are:

(27) a. bʊ-hlɔ ‘antelopes’ b. bu-plukpá ‘books’
bʊ-pā ‘hoes’ bu-tsé ‘monkeys’
bʊ-tsrʊkpɔ́ ‘feet’ bu-tsikpǐ ‘pots’
bʊ-dzɩmɩ ̌ ‘young girl’ bu-bité ‘young women,

maidens’
(28) a. bu-kplukpá ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ pétéé tã dzí á-fɔɛ́

CMPL-book AM-DEM all burn become CMPL-charcoal
‘All those books burnt into ashes.’

b. bʊ-ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ pétéé tã dzí á-fɔɛ́
3SG-AM-DEM all burn become CMPL-charcoal
‘All those ones burnt into ashes.’

As shown in (28a), the subject is not cross-referenced on the verb. It ap-
pears that the nouns in this class are not cross-referenced on verbs. This
is one of the signs that the noun class system is gradually decaying. ʊ́ is
an agreement marker prefixed to the demonstrative -lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ́ ‘that’, if it oc-
curs with nouns of the bʊ1- class.

3.1.9 The bʊ2- class. The nouns belonging to the bʊ2- class take a
bʊ/bu- prefix. The nouns in this class belong to a small set, consisting of
body-parts like bʊ́-nyɩ ́nyɩ ́ ‘penis’ and paired body-parts like bʊ-tɔ́ ‘ear’,
bʊ-zhɔ̄10 ‘cheek’, and bʊ́-wʊn ̀dɔ̄ ‘shoulder; non-count nouns like bú-
hihē ‘sweat’, bu-ní ‘water’ and bʊ-tɔ́ ‘ashes’. Some others are bu-tú
‘mountain’, bú-vu ̄ ‘building’ and bʊ-yā ‘farm’. The pronominal form for
nouns in this class is bʊ/bu- as shown below.

(29) a. bʊ-mwɩ ̄ kpe faánɔ̄ nɩ ́ o-ní nɩ ́-m̄
CM-salt be.plenty much LOC CM-soup DEF-inside
‘There is too much salt in the soup.’

10 The IPA symbol for ‘zh’ is /ʒ/. ‘zh’ is the orthographic representation.
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b. bu-kpe faánɔ̄ nɩ ́ o-ní nɩ ́-m̄
3SG-be.plenty much LOC CM-soup DEF-inside
‘It is too much in the soup.’

Even though the bʊ1- class takes the same noun prefix and pronominal
form as the bʊ2- class, in the former class the form marks the plural of
nouns that belong to the ka- class and a subset of the ki- class whereas in
the latter class it prefixes to singular and non-count nouns.

Example (29a) is yet another example showing that the noun class
system is in the process of decaying. In this sentence, the verb kpe ‘be
plenty’ occurs without any subject-verb agreement marker.

The class prefix bʊ2 is prefixed to some verbs to form gerunds as
illustrated below:

(30) a. bu-yí ‘killing’ ← yí ‘kill’
bʊ-pʊɩ ̄ ‘scattering’ ← pʊɩ ̄ ‘scatter’
bʊ́-gā ‘walking’ ← gā ‘walk’
bu-búkú ‘intoxicating’ ← búkú ‘intoxicate’

The bʊ2- prefix can also be added to adjectives to derive nominals. The
following are examples.

(30) b. bhulíyi ̄ ‘very small’ > bú-bhulíyi ̄ ‘smallness’
dɩdama ̄ ‘tall’ > bʊ́-dɩdama ̄ ‘tallness’
gbʊgblǎ ‘big’ > bʊ́-gbʊgblǎ ‘bigness’ ‘
kpukpomli ̄ ‘short’ > bú-kpukpomli ̄ ‘shortness

3.1.10 The tɩ- class. The tɩ- class nouns take the tɩ/ti- prefix. This class
contains collective nouns which are mainly non-liquid such as:

(31) tɩ-wʊlɛ́ ‘intestines tɩ-pɩ́ ‘excrement’
tɩ-wá ‘grass’ tɩ-wʊlɔ̄̃ ‘rubbish’
tɩ ́-ka ̄ ‘hair’ tɩ-rá ‘sleep’
tɩ-sɩ́ ‘feather’ ti-sí ‘clay, soil’

The subject-verb agreement marker and the subject pronominal form for
this class is ki/kɩ-. In (32a), the initial consonant of the subject-verb
agreement marker is not realised.
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(32) a. tɩ-wá=ń í-í-shē11 ziazia ̄ kóŋ́
CM-grass=DEF SM-PRSPROG-grow RED-fast very_much
‘The grass is growing very fast.’

b. kí-í-she ̄ ziazia ̄ kóŋ́
3SG-PRSPROG-grow RED-fast very_much
‘It is growing very fast.’

The prefix tɩ- is also used for the nominalisation of verbs, as the follow-
ing examples show:

(33) a. tí-yíyékē ‘swelling’ ← yékē ‘swell’
tɩ ́-zɩzā ‘staying, being’ ← zā ‘stay, be’
tɩ ́-ŋɩŋā ‘eating’ ← ŋā ‘eat’
tɩ ́-vɩvɩ ‘going’ ← vɩ ‘go’

In the process of nominalisation, the initial (or only) syllable of the verb
is reduplicated before the prefix is added, while the reduplicated part
contains a vowel pre-specified as [+high], which adapts its ATR value to
the [ATR] value of the initial vowel of the verb root.

Moreover, tɩ/ti- is the prefix attached to language names. For ex-
ample,

(33) b. Ti-trugbu ‘the language of the people of Nyagbo’
Ti-yĩgbē ‘Ewe’
Ti-mũ í ‘Akan’
Tɩ-frańsɩ ̃̄ ‘French’

In the foregoing, I have discussed the way in which Tafi organises its
noun classes. I have also looked at the pronominal forms of the nouns in
the various classes and the subject-verb agreement markers which are
used to cross-reference these nouns on the verbs they occur with. It has
become apparent that, though the prefixes of some of the classes, their
pronominal forms, or subject-verb agreement markers have the same
form, they perform different functions. For these reasons, I have pro-

11 The IPA symbol for ‘sh’ is /ʃ/. ‘sh’ is the orthographic representation.
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posed a system of noun classes that contains ten different categories,
some of which are based on the shape and use of the prefix in singular
nouns, some others on the shape and the use of the prefix in plural forms.

3.2 Loanwords
It is well known that languages in contact influence one another. As a
minority language in the region, Tafi commonly borrows from Ewe,
Akan, and English. In view of the fact that the contact between the Tafis
and especially the Ewes has been intense, the flow of borrowings from
Ewe seems to be greater than from Akan and English.

Most often, a borrowed form or pattern diverges from its shape in
the source language. For example, the Tafi words a-kana ‘crabs’ and ɔ-
ma ‘town’ are borrowed from Ewe agala ‘crab’ and Akan ɔmán ‘town’,
respectively. It is also possible that in the borrowing process a semantic
or functional change takes place, for instance e-nyi ‘cow’ in Ewe be-
comes ‘elephant’ in Tafi. Other loans are integrated without modifica-
tion, as the Ewe words a-sra ‘tobacco’ and vudǒ ‘well’. Thus, loanwords
vary in terms of their degree of phonological and morphological integra-
tion into the borrowing language. When formal changes occur, these are
usually determined by the structure of the borrowing language. In this
part of the paper I will address the question of how borrowed nouns are
incorporated into the noun class system of Tafi.

Heine (1968) mentions three methods of integrating these nouns:
(i) automatic, (ii) phonological and (iii) semantic allocations.
I. In many noun class languages, loanwords are put in only one or few of
the available classes. In Tafi, for instance, the default classes are the a1-
and ba(a)- classes. In a count conducted in 2007 in the then available
corpus of nouns, the greater number of loan words is found in these
classes. Out of a total of 112 nouns that are part of the a1- class, about 29
are loanwords; some of these nouns form their plural in the ba(a)- class;
23 out of about 131 nouns that are part of the ba(a)- class are borrowed.
Some of the nouns that Tafi borrowed do not have nominal class pre-

fixes. Examples of such nouns include sɩká ‘money’, borrowed from
Akan and kɔɖú ‘banana’ borrowed from Akan (kwadu) via Ewe
(akɔɖú). These loanwords are prefix-less and their singular and plural
variants are the same. The subject-verb agreement marker these nouns
take is a/e- depending on the initial vowel of the verb, which signals that
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they are functioning like a1- class nouns as illustrated by the examples in
(34).
(34) kɔɖú=ń é-békē

banana=DEF SM-finish
‘The banana is finished.’

II. Some borrowed nouns are allocated to certain noun classes, because
their initial syllable bears phonological resemblance to the singular pre-
fix of a particular class, as in (35a-c).

Singular Plural
(35) a. a-gbeɖi ‘cassava’ ba-gbeɖī ‘cassava’ < Ewe agbeli id.

b. a-wī ‘dress’ ba-wī ‘dresses’ < Ewe awu id.
c. o-dotí ‘cotton’ i-dotí ‘cotton’ < Gã, odóntí id.

The loanwords in examples (35a)-(35c) are interpreted in Tafi as consist-
ing of a prefix and a root. Thus, the initial vowels of these loanwords are
identified with the singular prefix of the a1- class, as in examples (35a)
and (35b), and of the o- class, as in example (35c).

III. Some nouns that Tafi has borrowed from other languages are inte-
grated in the class system on the basis of their semantics. Nouns referring
to animate entities are allocated to the a1- and ba(a)- classes, which
mainly contain animate nouns. Some examples are given below:

a1- class ba(a)- class
(36) a. a-dzyatá ‘lion’ ba-dzyatá ‘lions’ < Ewe, dzyatá

b. meme ̌ ‘ant’ be-meme ̌ ‘ants’ < Ewe, meme ̄
c. tédzyí ‘donkey’ be-tédzyí ‘donkeys’ < Ewe, tédzyí

Although one might argue that some of the loanwords above were allo-
cated to these classes on phonological grounds, examples (36b) and (36c)
disprove this argument. As one observes, these loanwords are prefix-less
in the singular, while their plural forms have been assigned to the ba(a)-
class, which is the plural class for the a1- class. Also, the subject-verb
agreement marker is a/e- as in (36d), in which a- is used as the subject
marker on the verb tã ‘chew’ for both e-pidzyā ‘goat’ and tédzyí ‘don-
key.
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(36) d. epidzya ̄=ń á-tã̄  a-wʊlakpá=ń kɩlɩ́ tédzyí nɩ ́ tsyí
CM-goat=DEF SM-eat CMPL-leaf=DEF CONJ donkey DEF too
á-tã̄  tɩ-wá=ń
SM-eat CM-grass=DEF

‘The goat ate the leaves while the donkey also ate the grass.’

There are some loanwords that are allocated to a given noun class for
both semantic and phonological reasons. For example, the words in ex-
ample (37a) and (37b) were allocated to the ki- and a2- classes, because
these classes contain, among others, water-related animals like ‘fish’ and
‘crab’, whereas those in (37c) and (37d) have also been assigned to the
a1- and ba(a)- classes, which mainly consist of animate nouns.

(37) a. kɩ-kpã ̌ ‘fish’ a-kpã ̌ ‘fishes’ < Ewe akpā
b. kɩ-kana ‘crab’ a-kana ‘crabs’ < Ewe agalã
c. a-dzyramʊá ‘cat’ ba-dzyramʊá ‘cats’ <Akanagyinamoá
d. a-hɔnɛ́ ‘pigeon’ ba-hɔnɛ́ ‘pigeons’ < Ewe ahɔnɛ́

Phonologically, the plural forms of the loanwords in (37a) and (37b) are
considered to belong to the a2- class, because their a- prefix is the same
as the plural prefix of this class. Consequently, their singular forms are
assigned the kɩ- prefix. The singular forms of the loanwords in (37c) and
(37d) have been allocated to the a1- class, because their a- prefix is the
same as the singular prefix of this class and their plural forms have been
allocated to the ba(a)- class.

The match between the singular and plural classes in Tafi and
how they interrelate is represented by Figure 1. As shown in the figure,
the ba(a)- class is made up of plurals of nouns in the a1- and bʊ2- classes
and a subset of the ka- and ki- classes. Also, the bʊ1- class comprises
most of the plural forms of the ka- class and a subset of the ki- class. The
tɩ- class contains non-count nouns so it has no plural counterpart.
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Singular Non-count Plural
a1- class ba(a)- class
o- class i- class
ki- class a2- class
ka- class bʊ1- class
bʊ2-class

tɩ-class
Figure 1

In the next section, I will look at agreement within the noun phrase, to
support the prefix classes so far identified as well as distinguish between
the classes that have identical forms but are treated as different classes.

4.Agreement within the NP

A noun phrase in Tafi consists of a head noun followed by attributive
modifiers. The modifiers can be any of the following occurring in the
following order: adjective, quantifier, interrogative qualifier, determiner,
and intensifier. Some of these modifiers can be made to function as
heads of the noun phrase when they are nominalised. Some modifiers
agree with the head noun. However, adjectives, interrogative qualifiers
and intensifiers do not agree with the head noun. Ordinals, unlike other
quantifiers, behave like qualifiers in the sense that they do not show
agreement with the head noun. For quantifiers, for example, the agree-
ment prefix is a quantifier prefix t- and a concord vowel that agrees with
the vowel of the noun prefix. This is a form of vocalic concord (Schuh,
1995). Example (38) illustrates a noun phrase in Tafi.

(38) be-tú dɩdama ̄ tɩa-tá á-lɩ ́lɩ ́n pétéé
CMPL-mountain tall AM-three AM-DEM all
‘All those three tall mountains’

In the above sentence, the head noun is be-tú ‘mountains’ while dɩdamā
‘tall’ which is an adjective qualifying the noun does not agree with the
head noun; tɩa-tá ‘three’ is a numeral. tɩa- is the agreement prefix show-
ing concord with the head noun; á-lɩ ́lɩ ́n ‘those’ is a demonstrative with
an agreement prefix which is the vowel of the ba(a)- class to which the
head noun belongs; and pétéé ‘all’ is an intensifier.
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4.1 Head noun and adjectives
In Tafi, adjectives do not show any concord with the head noun. As
shown in the (a) sentences below, the adjectives gbɩgblǎ ‘great’ (39a)
and dzyrodo ̄ ‘long’ (40a) and (41a) have no prefix. Adjectives can be
nominalised by the addition of the nominal prefixes, except for the tɩ-
prefix. The tɩ- prefix cannot be added to any modifier in order to nomi-
nalise it. Rather, it is its subject pronoun form that is prefixed to the
modifier as shown in (41b). When the adjectives are nominalised, they
control agreement, as illustrated in (39b), (40b) and (41b). As expected,
the [ATR] value of the vowel in the prefixed pronoun depends on the
[ATR] value of the initial vowel in the adjectival base as in the following
examples.

(39) a. bá-nyɩ ́ gbɩgblǎ tɩa-lɩ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́ń pétéé é-nu ̄
CMPL-men great AM-four AM-DEM all SM-be
bá-gbalɩgbā
CMPL-bachelor
‘All those four great men are bachelors.’

b. ba-gbɩgblǎ tɩa-lɩ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́ń pétéé é-nu ̄ bá-gbalɩgbā
CMPL-great AM-four AM-DEM all SM-be CMPL-bachelor
‘All those four great ones are bachelors.’

(40) a. bú-vu kɩ-kpa dzyrodo ̄=ń
3PL-catch CM-fish long=DEF

‘We caught the long fish.’
b. ki-dzyrodo ̄=ń í-tsirí kplɔ̌̃ nɩ ́-ábhā

CM-long=DEF SM-be.on table DEF-top
‘The long one is on the table.’

(41) a. tɩ-sɩ́ dzyrodo ̄=ń í-dzyínī
CM-feather long=DEF SM-break
‘The long feather is broken.’

b. ki-dzyrodo ̄=ń í-dzyínī
CM-long=DEF SM-break
‘The long one is broken.’

In (39b), and (40b), the nominal prefixes of bá-nyɩ ́ ‘men’ and kɩ-kpa
‘fish’ have been attached to the adjectives gbɩgblǎ ‘great’ and dzyrodo ̄
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‘long’, respectively, whereas in (41b), it is the subject pronoun for the tɩ-
class that has been prefixed to the adjective dzyrodo ̄ ‘long’. The ATR
value of the vowel in the prefix of ki-dzyrodo ̄ ‘long one’ in (40b) and
(41b) is harmonic with the initial vowel of the adjective. In these exam-
ples, ba-gbɩgblǎ ‘great ones’ and ki-dzyrodo ̄ ‘long one’ are pronomi-
nals, and can function as nouns.

4.2 Head noun and numeral
In Tafi, the counting forms of cardinal numbers are different from the
form they take in attributive position. In the counting form, the words for
six, seven, and nine have a zero prefix.

(42). o-lí - ‘one’ ɩ-bhā - ‘two’
ɩ-tá - ‘three’ ɩ-lɩ ̃́ - ‘four’
i-tí - ‘five’ holō - ‘six’
géné - ‘seven’ a-sʊɩ ̄ - ‘eight’
zhitá or hitá12 - ‘nine’ kɩ ́-fɔ̄ - ‘ten’
kɩ ́-fɔ n’t-olí13 - ‘eleven’ (ten and one)
kɩ ́-fɔ n’tɩa-bhā - ‘twelve’ (ten and two)
kɩ ́-fɔ n’tie-tí - ‘fifteen’ (ten and five)
á-ftabha - ‘twenty’
á-ftabha n’t-olí - ‘twenty-one’ (twenty and one)
á-ftabha n’tɩa-bhā - ‘twenty-two’ (twenty and two)
á-ftabha n’tie-tí - ‘twenty-five’ (twenty and five)

The counting forms of the numbers ‘eleven’, ‘twenty-one’, ‘thirty-one’,
etc., are formed with the words for ‘ten’ or its multiples, the linker nɩ
‘and’ whose vowel is deleted, and the quantifier prefix t-, attached to the
counting form of ‘one’. The numerals ‘twelve’ to ‘nineteen’, ‘twenty-
two’ to ‘twenty-nine’, thirty-two’ to ‘thirty-nine’, etc., are formed in the
same way, except that the roots of the numerals ‘two’ up to ‘nine’ are
prefixed with tɩa- or tie-, depending on the [ATR] value of the vowel in

12 Zhitá and hitá are used interchangeably.
13 The mid tone on the final syllable of kɩ́-fɔ̄ ‘ten’ becomes low, because the
following word nɩ ‘and’ has a low tone.
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the root. The numerals ‘hundred’ and ‘thousand’ are expressed with
alafá and akpé respectively which are loanwords from Ewe.

In attributive position, the numerals, especially ‘one’ to ‘nine’,
take a prefix made up of the quantifier prefix t- and a concord vowel that
agrees with the vowel of the noun prefix14. Thus, agreement is shown on
the numbers ‘one’ to ‘nine’, depending on the noun class. The number
‘ten’ has a form different from the counting form also, which is lɔ́-fɔ.̄
However, this functions as a default form, which does not agree with the
noun it modifies, so it goes with all the classes. The numbers ‘twenty’,
‘thirty’, etc. do not agree with the head noun either. They maintain the
same form when they occur with a noun from any of the noun classes. As
regards the numbers ‘eleven’, ‘twenty- one’, ‘thirty-one’, etc., their at-
tributive forms are identical to their counting forms, besides ‘eleven’,
which is formed by using lɔ́-fɔ,̄ the modifier form of ‘ten’, as shown in
Table 3 below. Moreover, the attributive forms of the numerals ‘twelve’
to ‘nineteen’, ‘twenty-two’ to ‘twenty-nine’, thirty-two’ to ‘thirty-nine’,
etc., are also formed by using the ‘words for ‘ten’ or its multiples, the
linker nɩ ‘and’, without its vowel and the attributive forms of ‘two’ to
‘nine’. Thus, for instance, if we have the number ‘twenty-five’ modify-
ing a noun, it is only the number ‘five’ that agrees with the head noun
whereas the form for ‘twenty’ remains the same, as illustrated in Table 3.

Class Concord

a1- e-kusí té-ɖíkpó ‘one chief’

ba(a)- bee-kusí tɩ ́á-bha ̄
bee-kusí lɔ́-fɔ n’t-o-lí
bee-kusí á-ftabha n’tie-tí

‘two chiefs’
‘eleven chiefs’
‘twenty-five chiefs’

o- o-nugbū to-ɖukpó ‘one mouth’

i- i-nugbū tɩ-bhā
i-nugbū lɔ́-fɔ n’t-o-lí
i-nugbū á-ftabha n’ti-tí

‘two mouths’
‘eleven mouths’
‘twenty-five mouths’

14 For the time being, the distinction between the form the numeral ‘one’ takes
in modifier position (i.e., teɖikpó, trikpó etc.) and the form it takes after ‘ten’
and its multiples (i.e., t-o-lí) is not clear. Also, the numeral modifiers of the
ba(a)- class maintain the counting forms of ‘two’ to ‘nine’ which occur after
‘ten’ and its multiples.
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ki- kɩ-tɔkpú tríkpó ‘one head’

a2- a-tɔkpú tá-bhā
a-tɔkpú lɔ́-fɔ n’t-olí
a-tɔkpú á-ftabha n’te-tí

‘two heads’
‘eleven heads’
‘twenty-five heads’

ka- ká-pa ̄ tie-ɖikpó ‘one hoe’

bʊ1- bʊ-pā tʊ-bhā
bʊ-pā lɔ́-fɔ n’t-o-lí
bʊ-pā á-ftabha n’tu-tí

‘two hoes’
‘eleven hoes’
‘twenty-five hoes’

bʊ2-15 bʊ-tɔ́ trúkpó ‘one ear’

tɩ- There are no count nouns in this class.

Table 3: Cardinal numerals

The examples in Table 3 are an illustration of the concord between nouns
in the various classes and the numerals they occur with.

4.3 Head noun and ordinals
Ordinal numbers in the language are formed by adding the formative -mɩ ̄
‘ORD’ to the roots of numbers, except for tʊtɔpʊ̄16 ‘first’, bhlā ‘second’
and gʊgɔɛ́17 ‘last’. To form the ordinal ‘tenth’, the ordinal suffix is added
to the word for ‘ten’ kɩ ́-fɔ.̄ The root of ‘two’ has /l/ inserted after its ini-
tial consonant, while those of ‘three’ and ‘five’ have /r/ inserted after
their initial consonant. The roots of ‘four’ and ‘seven’ are reduplicated.
The final vowel of the root of ‘eight’ is elided, when the ordinal suffix is
added to it. When the ordinals are used in isolation without modifying a
noun, the form the tenth ordinal takes is kɩ ́-fɔ-̄mɩ ̄ as in (43a), however
when it modifies a noun, the form it takes is lɔ́-fɔ-̄mɩ ̄ which comprises
the modifier form of ‘ten’ lɔ́-fɔ̄ and the ordinal suffix -mɩ ̄as in (43f). Or-
dinal numbers in the language do not take prefixes to mark agreement
with the head noun, as shown in (43b) and (43d). The ‘first’ to ‘tenth’
and ‘twentieth’ ordinals are illustrated in (43a). These ordinals may,
however, be nominalised in the same way as the adjectives as shown in

15 The plural forms of nouns in the bʊ2- class belong to the ba(a)- class.
16 tʊtɔpʊ̄ is derived from the verb putɔ̄ ‘lead’.
17 gʊgɔɛ́ is derived from the verb gɔ ́ ‘remain’.
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(43c) and (43e). When they are nominalised, they control agreement as
in (43e).

(43) a. tʊtɔpʊ̄ - ‘first’ gi-géné-mɩ ̄ - ‘seventh’
bhlā - ‘second’ sʊ-mɩ ̄ - ‘eighth’
tra ̌-mɩ ̄ - ‘third’ zhitá-mɩ ̄ - ‘ninth’
lɩ ̃-lɩ ̃-mɩ ̄ - ‘fourth’ kɩ ́-fɔ-̄mɩ ̄ - ‘tenth’
tri ̌-mi ̄ - ‘fifth’ á-ftabha-mɩ ̄ - ‘twentieth’
hlō-mɩ ̄ - ‘sixth’

b. a-nʊ́vɔ̄ lɩ ̃-lɩ ̃-mɩ=̄ń
CM-child RED-four-ORD=DEF

‘The fourth child’
c. á-lɩ ̃-lɩ ̃-mɩ=̄ń

CM-RED-four-ORD=DEF

‘The fourth one’ (referring to the child)
d. o-sí lɩ ̃-lɩ ̃-mɩ ̄ =ń ó-dzyíni ̄

CM-tree RED-four-ORD=DEF SM-break
‘The fourth tree broke.’

e. ɔ-lɩ̃-lɩ ̃-mɩ=̄ń ó-dzyíni ̄
CM-RED-four-ORD=DEF SM-break
‘The fourth one broke.’ (referring to the tree)

f. ɔ-lɔ́-fɔ-̄mɩ=̄ń ó-dzyíni ̄
CM-Pfx-ten-ORD=DEF SM-break
‘The tenth one broke’ (referring to the tree).

To form the ordinals ‘eleventh’ to ‘nineteenth’, the modifier form of the
numeral ‘ten’, lɔ ́-fɔ,̄ is used, followed by the linker nɩ ‘and’ (without its
vowel) and the nominalised forms of the ‘first’ to ‘ninth’ ordinals for the
various noun classes, as illustrated in example (43g). The ordinals
‘twenty-first’ to twenty-ninth’, thirty-first’ to ‘thirty-ninth’, etc., are
formed in the same way by using the words for the multiples of ‘ten’, as
in (43i). Examples (43h) and (43j) are pronominalised forms of (43g) and
(43i), respectively.

(43) g. o-sí lɔ́-fɔ̄ n’ ɔ-trǎ-mɩ=̄ń
CM-tree PFX-ten LINK CM-three-ORD=DEF

‘The thirteenth tree.’
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h. lɔ́-fɔ̄ n’ ɔ-trǎ-mɩ=̄ń
PFX-ten LINK CM-three-ORD=DEF

‘The thirteenth one.’ (referring to the tree)
i. ka-kudzɔgɛ̌ aftabha nɩ ka-tʊtɔpʊ=̄ń

CM-dog twenty LINK CM-first=DEF

‘The twenty-first dog.’
j. áftabha nɩ ka-tʊtɔpʊ=̄ń

twenty LINK CM-first=DEF

‘The twenty-first one.’ (referring to the dog)

4.4 Head noun and indefiniteness marker
The indefiniteness marker in Tafi has the root -lí ‘a, a certain, some’,
which is the same form used for ‘one’ in counting. When this marker and
other numerals modify a noun, they take the quantifier prefix t- and a
concord vowel which corresponds to the noun class prefix vowel except
for the ka- class. This concord vowel harmonises with the [ATR] value
of the stem-initial vowel. The prefix vowel of the indefiniteness marker
is illustrated in Table 4.

Class Concord

a1- a-nʊ́vɔ̄ t-e-lí ‘a, some, a certain child’

ba(a)- baa-nʊ́vɔ̄ t-e-lí ‘some children’

o- o-nugbū t-o-lí ‘a, some mouth’

i- i-nugbū t-i-lí ‘some mouths’

ki- kɩ-tɔkpú t-i-lí ‘a, some head’

a2- a-tɔkpú t-e-lí ‘some heads’
ka- ke-dē t-ie-lí ‘a, some back’

bʊ1- bu-dē t-u-lí ‘some backs’

bʊ2- bʊ-tɔ́ t-u-lí ‘an, some ear’

tɩ- tɩ-wʊlɛ́ t-i-lí ‘some intestines’

Table 4: The Indefiniteness Marker

4.5 Head noun and demonstrative
In Tafi, demonstratives, like the indefiniteness marker, are formed from
stems that have to be marked for agreement with the noun head. The de-
monstrative stems express the relative distance of the referent from the
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deictic centre. There are two demonstratives, proximal -nɩ ́18 ‘this’ and
distal -lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́19 ‘that’. They agree with the head noun. The agreement
markers are vowel prefixes which correspond to the noun class prefix
vowel. These concord vowels are always [-ATR], because the vowels in
the roots of the demonstratives also are. Agreement in the bʊ1- and bʊ2-
classes is also dependent on the height of the initial vowel of the noun
root. When the initial vowel of the noun root is [+high], the agreement
marker of the demonstrative is the [+back], [+high], [-ATR] vowel /ʊ/.
When it is [-high], the agreement marker is the [+back], [-high], [-ATR]
vowel /ɔ/. The demonstratives are illustrated in Table 5.

this that Examples with -nɩ ́ Examples with -lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́

a1- a-nɩ ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ekusí a-nɩ ́ ‘this chief’ ekusí á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that chief’

ba(a)- a-nɩ ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ beekusí a-nɩ ́ ‘these chiefs’ beekusí á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those chiefs’

o- ɔ-nɩ ́ ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ onugbu ̄ ɔ-nɩ ́ ‘this mouth’ onugbu ̄ ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that mouth’

i- ɩ-nɩ ́ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ inugbu ̄ ɩ-nɩ ́ ‘these mouths’ inugbu ̄ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those mouth’

ki- ɩ-nɩ ́ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ kíku ̄ ɩ-nɩ ́ ‘this yam’ kíku ̄ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that yam’

a2- a-nɩ ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ éku ̄ a-nɩ ́ ‘these yams’ éku ̄ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those yams’

ka- a-nɩ ́ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ kede ̄ a-nɩ ́ ‘this back’ kede ̄ á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that back’

bʊ1- ɔ-nɩ ́

ʊ-nɩ ́

ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́

ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́

bʊ́gbɔ́ ɔ-nɩ ́ ‘these squirrels’

bude ̄ ʊ-nɩ ́ ‘these backs’

bʊ́gbɔ́ ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those squirrels’

bude ̄ ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those backs’

bʊ2- ɔ-nɩ ́

ʊ-nɩ ́

ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́

ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́

bʊtɔ́ ɔ-nɩ ́ ‘this ear’

búvū ʊ-nɩ ́ ‘this building’

bʊtɔ́ ɔ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that ear’

búvū ʊ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘that building’

tɩ- ɩ-nɩ ́ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ tɩsɩ ́ ɩ-nɩ ́ ‘these feathers’ tɩsɩ ́ ɩ ́-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those feathers’

Table 5: Demonstratives

Furthermore, demonstratives can be used substantively when formally
marked, as shown in (44b), (44d) and (44f). The demonstrative pronouns
are formed by attaching the class prefixes (column 2 on Table 2) to the

18 The proximal demonstrative -nɩ ́ ‘this’ is identical in form with the definite-
ness marker nɩ́ ‘the’. However, the former always have to take a prefix to show
agreement with the head noun whereas the latter is a clitic which does not re-
quire a prefix because it does not show concord with the head noun.
19 Most often, the final vowel of -lɩ́lɩ́nɩ́ ‘that’ is deleted, however, in formal
speech it is maintained.
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modifying form of the demonstratives, which comprises the prefix and
the root. However, the demonstrative pronoun for the tɩ- class is formed
by attaching the subject pronoun of this class to the demonstrative stems.
In the case of the demonstrative -nɩ ́ ‘this’, its root is reduplicated20. The
initial syllable of the reduplicated root bears a low tone.

(44) a. bee-kusí-a-nɩ ́ ‘these chiefs’
b. ba-á-nɩnɩ́/ ba-á-nɩň ‘these ones’
c. bee-kusí á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those chiefs’
d. ba-á-lɩ ́lɩ ́nɩ ́ ‘those ones’
e. bú-vu ̄-ʊ-nɩ́ ‘this building’
f. bʊ-ʊ́-nɩnɩ́/ bʊ-ʊ́-nɩň ‘this one’

4.6 Head noun and interrogatives
In this section, I look at two interrogative modifiers, one is a quantifier,
the other is a qualifier.

4.6.1 The interrogative quantifier -shɩ ̃̄. The interrogative quantifier
-shɩ ̃̄ ‘how many/much’ agrees with the noun it occurs with. Its agreement
prefix has the form tVV- where t- is the quantifier prefix and the VV in
the prefix represents the lengthened copy of the prefix vowel of the head
noun, except for the ba(a)- class prefix. The prefix of the agreement
marker for the ba(a)- class is the same as the one used for the numerals
‘two’ to ‘nine’ when conjoined to ‘ten’ and its multiples (see section
4.2). For semantic reasons, -shɩ̄̃ ‘how many/much’ is used only for plural
and uncountable nouns. When it occurs with countable nouns it is inter-
preted as ‘how many?’, and when it occurs with uncountable nouns, as
‘how much?’ Also, when the head noun ends in a final high tone, this
tone spreads rightwards to all but the last syllable of the quantifying
word.

20 In informal speech, the final vowel of the reduplicated form -nɩnɩ́ ‘this’ is
elided. The resultant form is -nɩň. The rising tone on the vowel in -nɩň suggests
that the high tone on the elided final vowel has been attached to the low tone of
the preceding syllable. The full form -nɩnɩ́ is used especially in emphatic
speech.
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Class Concord

ba(a)- bee-kusí tɩ ́á-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many chiefs?’

i- i-nugbū tɩɩ-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many mouths?’

a2- a-tɔkpú táá-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many heads?’
bʊ1- bʊ-pā tʊʊ-shɩ̄̃? ‘how many hoes?’

tɩ- tɩ-wʊ́̃lɔ̄̃ tɩɩ-shɩ̄̃ / taashɩ̄̃?21 ‘how much rubbish?’

Table 6: Concord in the interrogative quantifier

Moreover, interrogative pronouns are formed by free pronouns of the
classes modified by the interrogative quantifier. The agreement relation
is marked in the same way as between a nominal head and a modifying
quantifier. Such interrogatives have two forms – a long form consisting
of a prefix and a root and a short form in which the root of the free pro-
noun is elided and compensated for by lengthening the vowel of the pre-
fix, as shown in Table 7. According to one of my language consultants,
the full forms are used more often in formal speech or for emphatic rea-
sons, whereas the reduced forms are used in informal speech. The tone
on the prefix of the interrogative quantifier depends on the tone of the
final syllable of the pronoun, just as with the nouns.

Class Concord
ba(a)- ba-lɩ ́ tɩ ́á-shɩ ̃̄? / baá-tɩ ́á-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many (of them)?’

i- ɩ-lɩ ́ tɩ ́ɩ ́-shɩ ̃̄? / ɩɩ́-tɩ ́ɩ ́-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many (of them)?’

a2- a-lɩ ́ táá-shɩ ̃̄? / aá-táá-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many (of them)?’
bʊ1- bʊ-lɩ́ tʊ́ʊ́-shɩ ̃̄? / bʊʊ́-tʊ́ʊ́-shɩ ̃̄? ‘how many (of them)?’

tɩ- kɩ-lɩ́ tɩ ́ɩ́-shɩ ̃̄? / kɩɩ ́-tɩ ́ɩ ́-shɩ ̃̄?/
a-lɩ ́ táá-shɩ ̃̄? / aá-táá-shɩ ̃̄?

‘how much (of them)?’

Table 7: Interrogative pronouns (quantifiers)

4.6.2 The interrogative qualifier ɖúwē. Ðúwē ‘which’ is an interroga-
tive qualifier and like the adjective and the ordinal, it does not show con-
cord with the head noun, as is shown in (45) below:

21 Both tɩɩ-shɩ̄̃ / taashɩ̄̃? ‘how much’ are used for the tɩ- class. According to one
of my consultants, taashɩ̄̃ is used more often.
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(45) a. a-nʊ́vɔ̄ ɖúwē? ‘which child?’
b. baa-nʊ́vɔ̄ ɖúwē? ‘which children?’
c. ɔ-ma ɖúwē? ‘which town?’
d. ɩ-ma ɖúwē? ‘which towns?’
e. ka-kudzɔgɛ̌ ɖúwē? ‘which dog?’
f. bu-kudzɔgɛ̌ ɖúwē? ‘which dogs?’

However, it can be used to form an interrogative pronoun by the addition
of the nominal prefixes, except for the tɩ- class, which requires the pre-
fixation of the subject pronoun. The vowels in all the prefixes are
[+ATR] because those in the interrogative qualifier have the same [ATR]
value.

Class Concord
a1- e-ɖúwē? ‘which one?’
ba(a)- be-ɖúwē? ‘which ones?’

o- o-ɖúwē? ‘which one?’

i- i-ɖúwē? ‘which ones?’

ki- ki-ɖúwē? ‘which one?’

a2- e-ɖúwē? ‘which ones?’
ka- ke-ɖúwē? ‘which one?’

bʊ1- bu-ɖúwē? ‘which ones?’

bʊ2- bu-ɖúwē? ‘which one?’

tɩ- ki-ɖúwē? ‘which ones?’

Table 8: Interrogative pronouns (qualifiers)

4.7 The modifier ká-nyáá-ká
Tafi has a negative modifier ká-nyáá-ká ‘none, nobody, nothing’ which
occurs in the following frame:

(46) [Head nominal + ká-nyáá-ká]

ká-nyáá-ká does not show concord with the noun, but it can be nominal-
ised in the same way as the adjective and the ordinal. In (46a), we have
the noun sɩkā ‘money’ occurring in the head slot, so the resultant struc-
ture becomes sɩkā ká-nyáá-ká ‘no money’. Sɩkā ‘money’ belongs to the
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a1- class, so the a1- class prefix is added to ká-nyáá-ká to derive the
pronominal form á-ká-nyáá-ká ‘none’. The third column of Table 9 il-
lustrates the pronominal forms for all the classes with ká-nyáá-ka
‘none’.

The derivation of the form ká-nyáá-ká ‘none’ is based on the
complex NP structure [NPi nyáá NPi]. When this structure is used in af-
firmative sentences, it means ‘every, each, any NP’; when used in nega-
tive sentences, it takes on a negative meaning such as ‘none, no NP or not
any NP’. Consider the following examples:

(47) a. e-yi ̄-nyéé-é-yí á-klʊ́ā a-ka ̄
CM-child-every-CM-child SM-insult CM-father
‘Any child insults the father.’

b. e-yi ̄-nyéé-é-yí á-tɩ ́-klʊ́ā a-ka ̄
CM-child-every-CM-child SM-NEG-insult CM-father
‘No child insults the father.’

Agreement within this complex NP between nyáá and the nouns is indi-
cated by a vocalic concord on nyáá, as shown in the second column of
Table 9. If the vowel of the noun prefix is /a/, the vowels in nyáá stay
the same. For this reason, all the vowels in the ká-nyáá-ká word are /a/.
When the vowel in the noun class prefix is [+front], the nyáá word is
realized with a front mid vowel depending on its [ATR] value. When the
vowel in the noun class prefix is a high back vowel then the concord
vowel is /ɔ/. Finally, when the noun class prefix vowel is mid back, the
agreement marker is the corresponding [ATR] mid back vowel.

A high tone on the final syllable of the first nominal root in the
complex NP becomes a mid tone, while the high tone on the last vowel of
nyáá spreads rightwards onto the following noun.

Class NPi nyáá NPi ‘every, each, any NP’ ká-nyáá-ká ‘none, nobody, or

nothing’

a1- e-kusi ̄-nyéé-é-kúsí ‘every, each chief’ a-ká-nyáá-ká ‘none, nobody,

or nothing’

ba(a)- bee-kusi ̄-nyéé-é-kúsí ‘any/ all chiefs’ ba-ká-nyáá-ká ‘none, nobody,

or nothing’

o- o-nugbū-nyóó-ó-núgbú ‘every, each

mouth’

ɔ-ká-nyáá-ká ‘none’
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i- i-nugbu ̄-nyɛ́ɛ́-ɛ́-núgbú ‘any/ all mouths’ ɩ-ká-nyáá-ká "

ki- kɩ-tɔkpu ̄-nyɛ́ɛ́-ɛ́-tɔ́kpú ‘every, each head’ kɩ-ká-nyáá-ká "

a2- a-tɔkpu ̄-nyáá-á-tɔ́kpú ‘any/ all heads’ a-ká-nyáá-ká "

ka- ke-de ̄-nyéé-é-dé ‘every, each back’ ka-ká-nyáá-ká "

bʊ1- bʊ́-gbɔ-̄nyɔ́ɔ́-ʊ́-gbɔ́ ‘any/ all squirrels’ bʊ-ká-nyáá-ká "

bʊ2- bʊ-tɔ-̄nyɔ́ɔ́-ʊ́-tɔ́ ‘every, each ear’

bú-vū-nyɔ́ɔ́-ú-vú ‘every, each building’

bʊ-ká-nyáá-ká "

bʊ-ká-nyáá-ká "

tɩ- tɩ-wʊlɛ-̄nyɛ́ɛ́-tɩ ́-wʊ́lɛ́ ‘any/ all intestines’ kɩ-ká-nyáá-ká "

Table 9: NPi nyáá NPi and ká-nyáá-ká

As shown by the examples in the second column, apart from the tɩ- pre-
fix, the initial consonant of the CV prefixes of the second noun is not re-
alised. The vowels of the kɩ-, and tɩ- prefixes of the second noun in the
ki- and tɩ- classes are assimilated to the agreement vowel of nyáá. Simi-
larly, the vowel prefix of the i- class is assimilated to the vowel of nyáá.

5. Pronouns

Tafi has a set of pronouns that match the respective classes. The pro-
nouns in the second column of Table 10 are substituted for nouns that
have a subject function in the clause. Also, the subject pronoun for the tɩ-
class is attached as a prefix to adjectives, ordinals, and the interrogative
qualifier ɖúwē ‘which’, when they are substituted for nouns in this class.
The pronouns in the third column of the table are used as free forms and
as object pronouns. When these pronouns are used as free forms their full
form is always used but when they are used as object pronouns the initial
consonant of their CV prefixes is most often elided.

Class Subject Pronoun Free form

a1- a/e- yɩ ́

ba(a)- ba/be- (b)a-lɩ ́

o- (l)ɔ/(l)o- ɔ-lɩ́

i- (l)ɩ/(l)i- ɩ-lɩ ́

ki- kɩ/ki- (k)ɩ-lɩ́

a2- la/le- a-lɩ ́
ka- ka/ke- (k)a-lɩ ́
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bʊ1- bʊ/bu- (b)ʊ-lɩ ́

bʊ2- bʊ/bu- (b)ʊ-lɩ ́

tɩ- kɩ/ki- (k)ɩ-lɩ́22

Table 10: Pronouns

The (b) sentences in the examples below illustrate subject pronouns of
the nouns in the (a) sentences. Most of these sentences are repetitions of
earlier sentences. (6a) is repeated as (45a), (10a) and (10b) as (46a) and
(46b), (13a) and (13b) as (47a) and (47b), (17a) and (17b) as (48a) and
(48b), (20a) as (49a), (21a) as (49b), and (23a) and (23b) as (50a) and
(50b).

(45) a. á-nyɩ ́nʊ́vɔɛ̄=̄ń á-mɔ o-zi ̄ to-lí nɩ ́ o-sí
CM-boy=DEF SM-see CM-hole AM-INDEF LOC CM-tree
gbɩgblǎ nɩ ́-m̄
big DEF-inside

‘The boy saw a hole in the big tree’ (FS).
b. á-mɔ o-zi to-lí nɩ ́ o-sí gbɩgblǎ nɩ ́-m̄

3SG-see CM-hole AM-INDEF LOC CM-tree big DEF-inside
‘He saw a hole in the big tree.’

(46) a. ba-wi=ń á-sɔmɩ ́ kí-húí nɩ ́-ábhā
CMPL-dress=DEF SM-hang CM-drying_line DEF-top

‘The clothes are hanging on the drying line.’ (TPRS. 37)
b. bá-sɔmɩ ́ kí-húí nɩ ́-ábhā

3PL-hang CM-drying_line DEF-top
‘They are hanging on the drying line.’

(47) a. o-seyuyu ̄=ń ɔ́-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
CM-fruit=DEF SM-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘The fruit is hanging on the tree.’ (TPRS. 27)

22 According to one of my consultants who is over 60 years, he and others of his
age, heard their parents and grandparents using tɩ-lɩ́ as the object pronoun of the
tɩ- class.
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b. (l)ɔ-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
3SG-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘It is hanging on the tree.’

(48) a. i-seyuyu ̄=ń ɩ́-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
CMPL-fruit=DEF SM-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘The fruits are hanging on the tree.’ (TPRS. 45)

b. (l)ɩ-sɔmɩ ́ o-sí=ń í-shú
3PL-hang CM-tree=DEF CM-body
‘They are hanging on the tree.’

(49) a. ki-wí=ń í-tsú a-dzɩ=̄ń
CM-thorn=DEF SM-prick CM-woman=DEF

‘The thorn pricked the woman.’
b. ki-tsú a-dzɩ=̄ń

3SG-prick CM-woman=DEF

‘It pricked the woman.’

(50) a. ka-hlɔɛ=ń é-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
CM-antelope=DEF SM-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘The antelope is on the tree-stump.’

b. ke-tsiri ’e-sukpogunū nɩ-abhā
3SG-be.on CM-tree_stump DEF-top
‘It is on the tree-stump.’

The object pronouns are exemplified in Table 11.

Class Á-mɔ….. hãa?
‘Did he see …..?

Á-mɔ…….
‘He saw it/ them.’

a1- e-pidzya ̄ń yɩ ́ ‘the goat’
ba(a)- be-pidzya ̄ń (b)a-lɩ ́ ‘the goats’
o- o-síń ɔ-lɩ́ ‘the tree’
i- i-síń ɩ-lɩ ́ ‘the trees’
ki- kɩ-shã ́ń (k)ɩ-lɩ́ ‘the horn’
a2- a-shã ́ń a-lɩ ́ ‘the horns’
ka- ke-tséń (k)a-lɩ ́ ‘the monkey’
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bʊ1- bu-tséń (b)ʊ-lɩ ́ ‘the monkeys’
bʊ2- bú-vu ̄ń (b)ʊ-lɩ ́ ‘the building’
tɩ- tɩ-wʊ́̃lɔ̄̃ń (k)ɩ-lɩ́ ‘the rubbish’

Table 11: Examples of object pronouns

6. Possessives

Possessed pronouns in Tafi also establish agreement relations with the
head noun. They are made up of a personal pronoun, a concord vowel
and the 3SG pronoun yɩ́. The concord vowel added to the 3SG yɩ́ is deter-
mined by the class of the possessed noun. Except for the ka- class, as is
shown in Table 12, the concord vowels correspond to the vowels of the
class prefixes (Col 2, Table 2) and they agree in ATR value with the
vowel of the 3SG pronoun yɩ ́. The concord vowels for the ka- class are
the same as those in the prefix of the numeral ‘one’ when it modifies
nouns in this class. Furthermore, the ba(a)- and a2- classes have a plural
form of the possessed pronoun. It is formed with a double marking on the
3SG form yɩ ́. The double marking consists of the 3PL free pronoun form
with its initial consonant elided yielding -alɩ ́23 ‘they’. When the plural
suffix -alɩ ́ is attached, the vowel of the 3SG pronoun yɩ ́ is deleted. The
high tone of the vowel of yɩ ́ ‘3SG’, however, remains and spreads right-
ward to the initial vowel of the plural suffix. The 1SG and 3SG possessed
pronoun forms are illustrated in Table 12.

Class 1SG 3SG

a1- m-a-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-a-yɩ ́ ‘his’

ba(a)- m-aa-yɩ ́/ m-
a-y-álɩ ́

‘mine’ y-aa-yɩ ́/ y-a-y-alɩ ́ ‘his’

o- m-ɔ-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-ɔ-yɩ ́ ‘his’

i- m-ɩ-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-ɩ-yɩ́ ‘his’

23 There is a variation among speakers in the use of the plural suffix -alɩ́. Some
speakers apply it to human nouns and others apply it as well to nouns which are
of interest to humans such as ba-fʊkpǎ ‘shoes’. Some speakers also tend to use
this plural suffix for the a2- class as well probably because of its phonological
shape.
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ki- m-ɩ-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-ɩ-yɩ́ ‘his’

a2- m-a-yɩ ́/ m-a-
y-álɩ ́

‘mine’ y-a-yɩ ́/ y-a-y-álɩ ́ ‘his’

ka- m-ɩa-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-ɩa-yɩ́ ‘his’

bʊ1- m-ʊ-yɩ́ ‘mine’ y-ʊ-yɩ ́ ‘his’

bʊ2- m-ʊ-yɩ́ ‘mine’ y-ʊ-yɩ ́ ‘his’
tɩ- m-ɩ-yɩ ́ ‘mine’ y-ɩ-yɩ́ ‘his’

Table 12: Possessed pronouns

7. Conclusion

The purpose of this paper has been to investigate the noun class system
of the Tafi language. Tafi has an overt noun class system (e.g. Corbett
1991) which makes use of prefixes as noun class markers. I have classi-
fied nouns into ten individual classes on the basis of the prefixes they
take, the agreement patterns within constructions such as the noun
phrase, and the subject-verb clauses. I have also shown that the noun
class system is a “crossed” one (Heine 1982: 197) where two or more
singular classes can have one plural correspondent and where several
plural classes can have one singular correspondent (see Figure 1). It has
been demonstrated that there is agreement between the head noun and
modifiers, the qualifiers and intensifiers excepted. The choice of agree-
ment markers within the noun phrase is determined by the noun class to
which the head noun belongs. Adjectives and ordinals may be nominal-
ised, by the addition of a class prefix. The way borrowed nouns are inte-
grated into the noun class system was also examined. It was shown that
the a1- and ba(a)- classes serve as the default classes for loanwords.
Other loanwords may be allocated to other classes based on phonological
and/or semantic criteria.
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Abbreviations
AM = Agreement marker ATR = Advance Tongue Root
C = Consonant CM = Noun class marker
CMPL = Class marker plural CONJ = Conjunction
DEF = Definiteness marker DEM = Demonstrative
FS = Frog Story FUT = Future tense
INDEF = Indefiniteness marker INT = Interrogative
LOC = Locative L = Low tone
LINK = Linker MRK = Marker
NEG = Negative NP = Noun Phrase
NUM = Numeral ORD = Ordinal
3PL = 3 Person Plural PRON = Pronoun
PRSPROG = Present progressive PST = Past
PSTPROG = Past progressive PFX = Prefix
QTF = Quantifier RED = Reduplicative
1SG = 1 Person singular 2SG = 2 Person singular
3SG = 3 Person singular SM = Subject marker
V = Vowel
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