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Siebout Govaert Nooteboom (Sieb, [sip]) was born 65 years ago (19 April, 1939) in Makassar 
on the isle of Celebes (now Sulawesi), in the former Dutch East Indies, which is now part of 
the Republik Indonesia. Nooteboom obtained obtained a BA degree (kandidaats-examen, in 
1963) in Dutch Language and Literature at Leiden University, and then specialised in General 
Linguistics at the same university (MA degree, doctoraal-examen, in 1966). In 1972 
Nooteboom defended his doctoral dissertation entitled Production and Perception of Vowel 
Duration in Dutch: A study of durational properties of vowels in Dutch. The dissertation was 
defended cum laude at Utrecht University, with Antonie Cohen as the primary supervisor; the 
research leading up to the dissertation was done at the Institute for Perception Research (IPO) 
at Eindhoven. This dissertation, and the articles based on it which appeared in the 
international journals, presented ground-breaking work and established Nooteboom’s name 
as a player in the international field of the discipline.  
From 1966 until 1988 Nooteboom was a researcher at IPO, but he held a part-time lectureship 
in Phonetics at Leiden University from 1968 until 1981, when it was upgraded to a 
professorship. From 1986 until 1988 Nooteboom was also a part-time professor of 
Experimental Linguistics at Eindhoven University. In 1988 Nooteboom gave up both part-
time professorships, as well as his position in the Institute for Perception research (co-leader 
of the hearing and speech group from 1977 until 1988), in order to succeed Antonie Cohen as 
the professor of Phonetics at Utrecht University, which position he held until this 65th 
birthday. Since then Sieb continues to be employed by Utrecht University, albeit in a part-
time position. Nooteboom is the only phonetician ever to have held three professorships at 
three different universities in the Netherlands. In the course of these professorships, 
Nooteboom has been the formal promotor to 27 young phoneticians in Leiden (7), Eindhoven 
(8) Utrecht (11) and even Groningen (1). In the Dutch academic system only full professors 
can be promotors. There were quite a few more doctoral candidates who were supervised by 
Nooteboom in the earlier days of his career, but Sieb does not list these as his own.  
The present volume commemorates Sieb Nooteboom’s career as a leading phonetician with a 
collection of short articles by his former and current PhD candidates, his co-workers at the 
Department of Phonetics at Utrecht University, by other professors of Phonetics (or 
equivalent) in the Netherlands and by a few colleagues from abroad who in one way or 
another interacted significantly with Nooteboom. Within the large group of PhD graduates 
we approached only those who are still active in phonetics. (A significant number left the 
discipline after they obtained the doctorate, and found jobs in the electronics and computer 
industry, in governmental agencies, in hospitals and audiology clinics, or in engineering 
departments at technical universities). Regrettably, a few prospective authors were unable to 
contribute to this volume, due to the strict time constraints imposed by the editors.  
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Pervasive in Nooteboom’s approach to the discipline is his conviction that there is more to 
phonetics than just the description of vowels and consonants. Speech consists of vowel and 
consonant segments, but these are enriched with a temporal and melodic organisation that 
reflects higher-order linguistic processes. In other words, Nooteboom believes that speech 
can be fruitfully studied only in close relationship with the linguistic code of which it is a 
manifestation. Nooteboom has worked on several areas of study, always following this 
general approach. The authors in this volume further explore five of these areas, along the 
lines set out by Nooteboom’s research in each area.  
The first area concerns the issue of planning and programming during speech production. 
This includes the study of speech errors (Cutler & Henton, Dell & Warker) and the amount of 
planning, anticipation and look-ahead that becomes apparent from the melodic organisation 
of speech (Van Heuven, Hoekstra).  
A second, related area is the study of intonation and focus. This includes the relation between 
linguistic tone and musical pitch (Baart), the discourse functions of certain pitch movements 
(Caspers), and the temporal alignment of pitch movements in speech (Ladd, Rietveld & 
Kerkhoff). 
The third area is that of Nooteboom’s dissertation: the temporal organisation of speech. This 
includes the study of factors affecting (not produced but) perceived vowel duration 
(Gussenhoven), as well as an investigation into the effect of “silent prosody” during silent 
reading (Wijnen).  
Although perceptual processes are relevant for all areas, we distinguish speech perception as 
a fourth area of investigation, at least for the purpose of this introduction. Studies in this area 
are concerned with speech perception per se: lower-level psychophysical processes (Quené), 
higher-order linguistic influences on phonetic processing (Heeren), and problems in spoken-
word perception (Janse & Quené).  
The fifth area is that of technological applications: for speech synthesis (Dirksen, Kruyt) and 
for studying the singing voice (Bloothooft & Pabon).  
Finally, covering all these areas are two more general reflections on the relation between 
phonetics and its related disciplines (Ohala, Pols).  
Sieb was — and still is, we assume — a firm believer in the indispensable relationship 
between fundamental research and practical application. He has always argued that 
technological applications are a challenge to fundamental research: they are the acid test to 
what we think we know. If we really know how speech is produced by the speaker and 
processed by the human listener, then we should be able to build machines that simulate these 
processes, in such a way that the result is indistinguishable from the human process. In so far 
as practical applications fail, we learn where our fundamental knowledge is insufficient and 
where further research is needed. (This view is reflected, of course, in the fifth area identified 
above). It should come as no surprise, then, that in 1985 Nooteboom was among the founding 
fathers of the Netherlands Speech Technology Foundation. This foundation was a consortium 
of the Phonetics research groups in the Netherlands. It secured a large grant from the 
Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs. The research programme ‘Analysis and Synthesis 
of Speech’ involved virtually all the tenured faculty of the phonetics research groups at the 
universities of Amsterdam, Utrecht, Leiden, Nijmegen and Eindhoven, as well as some 20 
full-time employed paid PhD graduates and postdocs. The coordinator of the national 
programme was Antonie Cohen, and after his retirement in 1987 this task was taken over by 
Nooteboom, who successfully completed the program by 1991.  
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It is important to realise that Nooteboom is a linguist by training, and believes in strong 
integration between phonetics and linguistics, between speech and language. Both in Leiden 
and in Utrecht the phonetics research groups are part of the department of linguistics. As a 
corollary of this view, speech and language technology should never be separated. It comes 
as no surprise, then, to see that Nooteboom also took an active role in the organisation of 
language technology. At present Nooteboom is the chairperson of both the Speech 
Technology Foundation and of the Language Technology Foundation.  
Sieb Nooteboom has always taken a keen interest in the teaching of phonetics and linguistics. 
A major effort concerned the setting up of a teaching program for the training of phoneticians 
at the graduate level. At each university within the Netherlands, the number of PhD graduates 
in phonetics is too small to warrant an independent teaching programme. By pooling students 
and teaching resources on a national scale, however, an internationally competitive PhD 
programme could be developed. Nooteboom has played a key role here as the first director of 
the Netherlands Graduate School in linguistics (and as a board member of the graduate school 
ever since).  
A preliminary version of this Festschrift was presented to Sieb Nooteboom on 23 April 2004, 
during a festive celebration of his 65th birthday. The scientific programme of that event is 
included at the end of this book. Apart from the individual contributions, the book also 
provides a list of publications by Nooteboom, and a list of his (former and current) PhD 
candidates.  
Nooteboom will remain in office as professor of Phonetics at Utrecht University for several 
more years, albeit on a part-time basis. This will allow him to have the best of both worlds: to 
enjoy life with his wife Maaike, and to remain active in our discipline.  
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