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ON April 19, 1782, the States General formally received John 
Adams as minister plenipotentiary from the United States. A 

reception by the Stadtholder, William V, soon followed, and a treaty 
between these two "powers of the earth," to use a phrase from the 
American Declaration of Independence, was signed the following 
October. It is not a treaty of military alliance, such as the United 
States signed with France in 1778. It is what diplomats call a treaty of 
amity and commerce. It is a long document, in twenty-nine articles. 
All the articles but one pertain to trade, merchant shipping, guarantees 
to seamen, and such matters. But the first article states that "there 
shall be a stable, inviolable and universal peace and sincere friendship 
between their High Mightinesses the States General of the United 
Provinces and the United States of America." Time has rendered many 
of the commercial provisions obsolete, and their High Mightinesses 
long ago disappeared, but the friendship remains; it has indeed been 
one of the least troubled of any between two peoples, and we hope and 
expect that it will continue to be so. 

Except for France, the Dutch government was the first in the 
world to recognize the United States. Last year, on a brief visit to 
Morocco, I learned that this honor is claimed for the Sultan of 
Morocco, but a little research has assured me that the priority of the 
Dutch treaty cannot be successfully challenged, for one article of 
the Dutch-American agreement provided for Dutch assistance to the 
Americans in negotiations with Morocco and the Barbary states, and 
the American treaty with Morocco was signed in 1787. 

It is still a question whether the Dutch were a little slow in not 
extending recognition until six years after the Declaration of Inde
pendence. Why did they wait until after the battle of Yorktown and 
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