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on the presence of complement, is probably the 
sperm immobilizing component. The practical 
importance was pointed out in connection with the 
fact that studies on 4 vasotomized men showed nor- 
mal sperm counts and motility in the semen even 
though circulating antibody titers were present in 
the blood. The basic research on immunology 
should have a high priority since it is essential to 
understand the underlying phenomena involved as 
soon as possible, in view of the anecdotal, unsub- 
stantiated, and damaging reports in the lay press on 
the long-term sequelae of vasectomy that are attri- 
buted to the immune response. Dr. Steptoe ques- 
tioned the advisability of the ‘grass hut’ concept of 
‘come and go’ laparoscopic sterilization, by report- 
ing 6 deaths in 1972 following laparoscopic steri- 
lization procedures. These deaths followed un- 
recognized injuries of which 4 were bowel perfo- 
rations caused by cautery. 
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This book contains thirteen contributions by dif- 
ferent authors, edited by R. W. Beard. It entails 
chapters about fetal growth, fetal diagnostic methods 
during pregnancy and labor, and about the organi- 
zation of an obstetric department, and it contains 
two experimental contributions: the fetal electro- 
encephalogram, by Sokol and Rosen, and fetal 
circulation and breathing by Daves. 

Chapter I, Factors influencing perinatal wastage 
(Eva Alberman) deals almost entirely with perinatal 
mortality, whereas perinatal morbidity is only short- 
ly discussed. Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 concerning 
maternal and fetal infections, fetal growth, the 
diagnostic value of amniocentesis, the hormonal 
assessment of fetal and placental function, and non- 
hormonal methods of antenatal monitoring present 

a good review of modern diagnostic methods. The 
care given to women in labor is described extensively 
in chapters 9, 10, II and 12. Chapter 12, The organi- 
zation of fetal intensive care, repeats previously 
described technics. 

The excellent chapters of Sokol and Rosen (Ch.7) 
and Daves (Ch. 8) are both characterized by a 
thorough interpretation of experimental data and 
are in strong contrast with the other contributions. 
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This book contains studies based on a survey per- 
formed in German Departments of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. About 3.500 answers out of 14.000 
requests were received out of which 3.151 could be 
used. 84 percent of these women were in favor of 
some sort of family planning. 

Some interesting results: about half of the first and 
the second children in a marriage are planned. Of 
all the fourth children only 11 ‘A are planned. 
Coitus interruptus is still used by 60 % of the 
couples. Sterilization until recently forbidden was 
in 1971 rarely performed. 

Patients with an unwanted pregnancy used the 
following methods of contraception: Ogino-Knaus 
29 %, coitus interruptus 21 %, condom 7 %, dia- 
phragm 7 %, vaginal tablets 19 %, oral hormonal 
contraceptives 1 %. There is a discrepancy between 
knowledge of contraception methods (79-95 %) 
and the frequency of use (0.3-60 %). 

As every chapter ends with a summary one can 
quickly go through the book for a good orientation. 

In conclusion: An excellent book for all those who 
are interested in contraception and willing to take 
time to advise their patients. 
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